

Fir* put out at Saudi raftamy 

d HAHRAN (AP) — A fire broke out at Arabia's Rat Turns 
nsfictry Friday and burned for about three hours before it ms 
extingaisbed, government officials said. The cause of the fire was still 
under investigation, but government offiriah said there was no sign of 
sabotage. “It was definitely industrial in nature. It was a small fire,** said a 
Saudi official, speaking on the conditions of anonymity. The fire broke 
out at die Gulf-side refinery in Dhabran (body after II a,m. and was 
ext ing u ish ed about three hours later. It caused some damage to the 
refinery’s naphtha unit, and there were no reposts of injuries. The Ru 
Tamtra refinery has a throughput capacity of about 400.000 hands per 
day. Officials said production would not be affected by the fire. The Saufi 
Press Agency q uo ad a “ r e sponsi ble source" at the oil ministry in Riyadh 
as stating that fire started in one of the laboratories at Ras Tamm after 
some burning material leaked t h rr m gh m il the r e finer y ’s fire-fighting units 
extinguished the blaze. The source, who was not named, said three 
workers were inj ured as they tried to put out the fire and were 
hospitalised. One was released and the two others were under treatment. 
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ZAHRAN MEDICAL LABORATORY 

Dr. JafaJ Haddad in Previously director of AJ Hussein 

Hospital Medical Laboratory. 

WELCOMES 

Dr. Hassib Sahyoun Previously director of A] Khalici 

Hospital Medical Laboratory, 
who has recently joined Zahran Medical Laboratory. 

The laboratory has been updated with all the necessary staff, 
equipment and facilities to perform the full range of clinical 
laboratory investigations backed by quality control programmes. 

Working hours: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Saturday to Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. Friday 


Telephone Nr.: 

651450 


Address: Ibn Khaidoun Str, near A! 

Khalfdl Hospital, opposite 
Rawhl Pharmacy, 

P.O> Box: 830200 Amman or 37 Dahlat 
Amir Hashed. 
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Bush invites Aziz to U.S., to send Baker to Iraq 


;*■ 


y 


c^-S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
’irinounced Friday he was i nvit-fng 
riie Iraqi Foreign Minister to 
^Washington and sending Secret- 
/ary of State James Baker to Iraq, 
/ but blended the diplo mati c over- 
ture with a stem warni n g there 
would “not be any murky en- 
ding" if war breaks out in the 
Middle East. 

Bush said Baker would be pre- 
pared “to discuss all aspects of 
the Gulf crisis," but said the 
United States would not waiver in 
its demand for total Iraqi with- 
drawal, restoration of the toppled 
Kuwaiti government and release 
of all foreign nationals held in 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

He stressed that he has no 
optimism dial Baker’s missi on 
will have any “tag results." In- 
stead, be said the overture de- 
monstrated his desire to “go the 
extra mSe” for a peaceful settle- 
ment of the crisis. 

Iraq’s leadership appeared to 
have been taken by surprise by 
Bush's announcement and went 
immediately into a meeting for 
consultations, diplomats said. 
There were no immediate de- 

Bush meets Qian 


; WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 

President George Bush met 
P Ghm«e Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben Friday in a move that 
seemed designed to end Beijing's 
international isolation following 
its 1989 rmEtaxy crackdown on a 
pro-democracy movement (see 
earlier story on page 8). 

Major sworn in as 
prime minister 

LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter John Major was sworn into 
office Friday by Qneen Elizabeth 
n at a Privy Council meeting at 
Buckingham Palace. During the 
~remony, dating to the wiTHrife- 
ages. Major and the five new 
members of his 22-member 
■ cabinet kissed the monarch's 
hand and were maria lifetime 
members of the P rivy Council, a 
body of just under 400 royal 
councillors. 

Velayatl to visit 
France next week 

^ARIS (R) — Iranian Foreign 
^ Minister AH Akbar Velayati w31 
/travel to France next week for the 
, highest-ranking political visit be- 
j tween the two countries since 
/ . they resumed relations two years 
. ago. The French Foreign Ministry 
}said Velayati would hold talks 
1 * with Foreign Minister Roland 

/ Dumas. Government sources said 
they would discuss the Gulf crisis 
and a bilateral financial dispute 
1 ■' dating back to 1974. 

i Greens block 

U.S. cargo for Gulf 

MANNHEIM, Germany (AP) — 
Around 100 demonstrators, some 
carrying posters demanding *no 
second Vietnam,’ tried to block a 
shipment of U.S. military sup- 
plies headed for the Gulf, offi- 
cials said Friday. According to 
reports from the Green Party, the 
/ group of demonstrators blocked 
/ the entrance to the Mannheim 
harbour for four hours late 
Thursday, prev en ting supplies to 
be unloaded from mffitaiy tracks 
and brought aboard U.S. ships 
docked there. In response to the 
blockade, police held the bulk of 
v the convoy of vehicles carrying 
.' supplies back in the U.S. bar- 
racks. 

Kohl underfire 


tails on who attended the meet- 
ing. 

Earlier, tire ruling Revolution- 
ary Command Council beaded by 


iJ 






BONN (R) — A . group of Ger- 
mans who were held and released 
by Iraq said Friday they wanted 
criminal charges brought against 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl for foil-, 
ing to help them when they were 
held in Iraq and Kuwait. The 
group asked Bonn prosecutors to 
charge Kohl wi t h failing to fulfil 
his duty to help them and “rob- 
bing them, by omission, of their 
freedom.” They said he had 
ignored appeals for help and his 
opposition to a rescue mission by 
former Chancellor Willy Brandt 
had lengthened their time in cap- 
tivity. 


Iraq, a “nation of impossible 
missions," rejected the U.N. 
Security Council ultimatum to 
w i th draw from Kuwait and would 
fight to keep the conquered emi- 
rate if necessary. 

At the same tune, the seven- 
man council repeated a call for 
dialogue with the United Stales 
to resolve the Gulf erkfc and the 
Palestinian question on “the basis 
of equality and mutual respect." 

For weeks, Iraqi officials have 
said they would welcome talks 
with U.S. officials on the Gulf 
crisis. But they have rejected 
demands that Iraq first withdraw 
unconditionally from Kuwait. 

“This is not dialogue. These 
are preconditions imposed to in- 
sure our capitulation. We reject 
such preconditions,” Saddam 
said two weeks ago in an inter- 
view with the American televi- 
sion network ABC 

Bush's dramatic peace overture 
amounted to a shift of position in 
which the president abandoned 
an earlier refusal to talk (Erectly 


with Baghdad until ft had ended 
its four-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

“It isn’t a trip of concession," 
Bosh said of his wflfingness to 
des pat ch Baker to Baghdad. 

Iraq has “got to understand 
what the alternatives are to com- 
ply with the United Nations re- 
solution, and the best way to get 
that across is one-on-one. Baker 
looking (at Saddam) right in the 
eye." 

The president stressed that he 
was keeping the military option 
open and pledged that, if he 
decided to free Kuwait by force, 
it would not be “another Viet- 
nam" in which U.S. troops fought 
a long, bloody and losing war.. 

At a news conference after his 
statement, Bush said be extended 
the offer “to go the extra mile for 
peace" following the U.N. ac- 
tion. 

Asked if he received any di- 
plomatic signals from Iraq that 
prompted the offer. Bush replied: 
“No. The only thing I’ve heard is 
that they want to talk, here’s an 
opportunity.” 

In what appeared to be a possi- 
ble peace-feeler from Iraq, Bush 
disclosed that the Iraqis had defi- 


U.N. Gulf resolution 
sparks calls for 

more peace efforts 



LONDON (Agencies) — Conn- 
tries around the: world on Friday 
called for greater peace efforts to 
endihe Gulf crisis following the 
U.N. Security CoundTs resolu- 
tion authorising force if Iraq (fid 
not leave Kuwait by Jan. 15. 
Iraq rejected the ultimatum. 
U.S. Secretary of States James 
Baker, the driving force behind 
f the resolution, said it started a 
diplomatic countdown to avoid 
war. He added that every effort 
wonld be made to find a peaceful, 
diplomatic solution, but if ft 
failed Baghdad most face the 
consequences. 

Other nations saw ft as aiding 
the chances of a peaceful solu- 
tion. 

“The Security Council’s deri- 
sion means a further escalation of 
file international pressure on Iraq 
to secure its withdrawal from 
Kuwait in fine with the United 
Nations’ demands,” Norway said. 

“The time Emit given in this 
derision must be utilised to the 
maTimtnn to achieve goal 
without the use of force,” Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman Bjoem 
Blokhus added. 

“With its latest resolution, the 
Security Council of the United 
Nations has shown a further sign 
of its resolve to solve the crisis in 
the Gulf through friendly 


said German govern- 
ment spokesman Hans Klein. 

But Germany’s leftist Greens 
Party warned: “With its latest 
dedsign on the Gulf crisis, the 
Security Council has started a 
time bomb. A war, with chemical 
weapons, is now dose ax hand in 
the Near East. Whoever makes 
ultimatums puts himself in the 
position of having to put out the 


Denmark said the resolution 
“is not a declaration of war." 
Foreign Minister Uffe EDemann- 
Jensen added: “On the contrary 
the dear intention of the new 
resolution is to put the maximum 
press ure on Iraq to achieve a 
peaceful solution of the conflict.” 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Mkhelis said: “What counts 
most is that while an explicit 
warning is thrown at Iraq, there is 
also still room to continue look- 
ing for a political solution.” 
Egypt, ignoring any linkage 
between the Kuwait crisis and foe 
Palestinian issue, called the re- 
solution a “victory." 

Butros Ghafi, minister of state 
for foreign affairs, said Thursday: 
“The Security Council resolution 
is a victory for the peace cause 
and will contribute to the en- 
forcement of die rules of interna- 
tional law.” 


The nriKt ai y government said 
at the time that “good be- 
haviour" at Bethlehem would 
lead to the reopening of other 


Israel orders new 
extended closure of 
Arab universities 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel ordered four 
Palestinian universities dosed for 
an additional t h re e months, an 
Israeli official said Friday. 

The four universities have been 
dosed since the outbreak of the 
Palestinian uprising three years 
ago. 

Defence Ministry spokesman 
Dan Naveh rejected international 
c ri tic i s m of the closures as collec- 
tive p mrishmen t. 

“The universities were not 
dosed because a few people were 
involved in violence, but because 
most of the students were in- 
volved in violence. It’s not an 
issue of collective punishment 
It’s an issue of collective vio- 
lence," he said. 

The dosures keep at least 
12,000 students out of school in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The army ordered all six 
Palestinian universities . dosed 
shortly after the start of the upris- 
ing in December 1987. It said the 
campuses were hotbeds of anti- 
Israeli activities. 

In October, ft permitted Beth- 
lehem University to reopen its 
c ampu s for an estimated 1.400 

students. It followed by several 

months die reopening of two 
mwaII camp u s es of A! Quds Uni- 
versity in Jerusalem. 


No major incidents have been 
reported at Bethlehem since 
October, and professors at other 
umveraities bad hoped this signal- 
led the army’s closure orders 
would be lifted from the four 
remaining universities: Hebron, 
Bir Zdt, AI Najah in Nabob and 
Islamic in Gaza City. 

Saeb Erakat, a lecturer in poli- 
tical science at Al Najah, said 
notification of the closure exten- 
sions were received Thursday. 

“The closure is part of the 
Israeli war against the Falestinain 
people in culture, economics and 
politics,” Erakat said. 

The army dosures of schools 
and universities in the West Bank 
and Gaza have been roundly criti- 
cised by Western nations and 
human rights groups as collective 

punishment. 

Also Friday, Palestinian lead- 
ers expressed their anger over the 
stabbing earlier this week by a 
volunteer Swedish nurse at a hos- 
pital in Gaza. 

The attack was blamed on a 
Palestinian teenager, who fled 

and left behind a message saying 
he was protesting Western in- 
volvement in the Gulf. 


▼cred fruit, vegetables and 
cigarettes to the beleaguered 
U.S. emhassy in Kuwait earlier 
Friday. He said the Iraqis plan- 
ned to deliver medical supplies 
Saturday to the handful of diplo- 
mats holding out in the diploma- 
tic outpost in Kuwait. 

The embassy has remained 
open, cut off from food and other 
supplies, against Iraqi orders to 
dose arid transfer personnel to 
Baghdad in recognition of Iraq’s 
claim that Kuwait is now an Iraqi 
province. 

“Let’s try to be optimistic. This 
could be a positive sign," Bush 
said. 

The Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Friday that Bush had 
ordered another 300 military 
planes to the Gulf, making a total 
of 1,200 planes. 

The newspaper said the rein- 
forcement underscored hopes of 
the U.S. military that massive air 
power would enable it to avoid a 
bloody war on the ground. 

Secretary of State Baker prefi- 
gured Bush’s call for talks by 
saying earlier on Friday that after 
passage of the U.N. ultimatum 
“we will engage in 45 days of 
serious, honest, good-fairi} bard 


efforts’ to try and find a diploma- 
tic, political and peaceful solution 
to this problem." 

Bnsfa, speaking to reporters 
during a televised news confer- 
ence, said be hoped that Presi- 
dent Saddam would receive Bak- 
er “at a mutually convenient 
rime" between Dec. 15 and Jan. 
15. 

He also invited Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz to Washing- 
ton for consultations during the 
week of Dec. 10. 

Iraqi Ambassador to France 
Abdul Razzack AJ Has hirni wel- 
comed Bash’s offer as a "very 
important step" towards peace. 

“We hope it is going to achieve 
what we are all striving for. Nego- 
tiations instead of beating the 
drums of war," Hashimi was 
qouted as saying by the BBC. 

“I am pe r sua d ed that if these 
contacts take place, they will be 
really, really leading to a peaceful 
solution,” U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar told 
reporters Friday. 

The U.N. chief indicated that 
he would wait to see the outcome 
of U.S. efforts before deciding 
whether he should intervene. 
“They are trying their hand and I 


have the greatest respect for their 
decision,” be said. “I will follow 
their efforts very carefully and I 
wish them all success." 

A former top-ranking intelli- 
gence official told congress Fri- 
day that the United States should 
continue “our present defensive 
position” in Saudi Arabia rather 
than wage war with Iraq. 


Retired General William E. 
Odom, who headed the super- 
secret National Security Agency 
under former President Ronald 
Reagan, said he had “no doubt 
that we win" an offensive action 
against Iraq. 

But Odom said the cost of 
attacking Iraqi forces in Kuwait 
— or Iraq itself — could prove to 


Jordan, Yemen discuss Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yemen’s De- 
puty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Izyani 
Thursday paid a brief visit to 
Jordan during which he conveyed 
a message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from Yemeni President 
Aii Abdullah Saleh on Middle 
East developments and current 
efforts to find a peaceful settle- 
i meet to the Gulf crisis. 

I The Yemeni official briefed the 
| King on the outcome of talks held 
i in Sanaa last month by U.S. 

I Secretary of State James Baker 
and Yemeni leaders, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The meeting at the Royal 
Court was attended by Chief of 
the Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Deputy Prime Minis- 


ter and Foreign Minister Marwan 
Al Qasem. 

Iryani, who left later Thursday 
for home, told Petra at the air- 
port that the message to the King 
tackled the dangerous situation in 
rile region following the endorse- 
ment of a Security Council re- 
solution on the use of force 
which, he said, can put further 
obstacles in the path of peace 
efforts. 

“I have heard a full assessment, 
of the situation from King Hus- 
sein and I can see an identity of 
views between Jordan and Ye- 
men on the Gulf issue and on the 
need to find a peaceful settlement 
to avert war and devastation," 
the Yemeni minister said. 


be an even longer U.S. military 
presence in the region than en- 
visioned with the defensive post- 
ure now established. 

Odom's testimony came at the 
end of a week in which members 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee heard an array of 
witnesses, including two former 
chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, urge caution in the standoff 
with Iraq. 

“Every single witness we've 
had here with differing views on 
other things, all of them have felt 
we've overdeployed," committee 
Hi airman Sam N unn said at the 

conclusion of Thursday’s testi- 
mony. 

Nunn is a member of the 
Democratic Party, which controls 
both bouses of Congress. Bush is 
a Republican. 

The Bush administration could 
have led off the bearing, perhaps 
setting the tone. Defence Secret- 
ary Dick Cheney and Gen. Colin 
Powell, current chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, were invited 
to be the initial witnesses. 

But they declined and the spot- 
light has been captured by a 
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PRAYER FOR RAINS: His Majesty King Hussein 

Friday fed worshippers performing a special prayer for rain held at 
Tareq area. Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs AS Faqir said 
that such a prayer Is performed when there is no rainfall or when the 
rainfall is delayed or scarce. Taking part in the prayers were His 


Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parifameni, Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeal 
Ben Shaker, Chief Mamie Justice Mohammad Mheflan and senior 
dvfl and military officials (Petra photo) 


Jordanians see Bush offer to Iraq as 
breakthrough towards dialogue, peace 


By Sana Atiyefa 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — U.S. President 
George Bush’s offer to open 
direct dialogue with Iraq one 
day after the Security Council 
passed a resolution allowing the 
use of force against Iraq was 
welcomed by Jordanian offi- 
cials Friday, stressing that it 
was a positive step towards 
finding a peaceful settlement of 
the Gulf crisis. 

One senior Jordanian official 
described Bush’s decision as a 
courageous move towards dia- 
logue rather confrontation. 

“Bosh's decision to invite the 
Iraqi foreign minister to 
Washington and to later send 
his Secretary of State James 
Baker to Iraq is a courageous 
one that complies with world 
hope for peace," the official 
told the Jordan Times shortly 
after the Bush announcement 
was reported. 

He said that His Majesty 
King Hussein’s position since 
die beginning of the Gulf crisis 
was becoming a reality and 
quoted His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan’s words: 
“Let there be no embargo on 
dialogue.” 


Another senior official, who 
also did not want to be identi- 
fied, welcomed the Bush state- 
ment, saying dialogue was what 
Iraq had been calling for and 
what the U.S. had been con- 
stantly rejecting. 

The officials agreed that dia- 
logue between the U.S. and 
Iraq would benefit both coun- 
tries and die region through 
finding a political solution 
rather than they would through 
war. 

"This proves that the founda- 
tions and objectives of Jordan 
were correct right from the 
beginning, particularly our call 
on the U.S. to hold direct dia- 
logue with the mam party in the 
conflict, Iraq," said another 
senior official. 

Observers say that Iraq 
would be propelled by the Bush 
decision to eventually withdraw 
from Kuwait “because Presi- 
dent Saddam does not believe 
in tactics, but has a strategic 
vision to achieve his primary 
demands (before the takeover 
of Kuwait). The culmination 
will be withdrawal," according 
to the official, who insisted on 
anonymity. 

The American president’s 


decision was also seen as 
freeing him of a predicament be 
placed himself into by prepar- 
ing for war with his deployment 
of troops in the Gulf. 

Earlier in the day, the Secur- 
ity Council Resolution endors- 
ing the use of force against Iraq 
drew angry and disappointed 
reaction from official and popu- 
lar Jordanian and Palestinian 
personalities, who accused the 
United States and its allies of 
dosing the door before a peace- 
ful solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Taher Al Masri, head of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, said the resolution was 
regrettable and opened the 
door for military action. 

“The resolution makes me 
more pessimistic because it 
brings war closer to the area, 
and consequently destruction 
and political upheaval,” Masri 
told the Jordan Times. 

“The Arab people will not 
stay quiet if the U.S. attacked 
Iraq," commented Masri in a 
telephone interview. 

Masri, along with others in- 
terviewed , accused the U.S. 
and its allies in the U.N. of 
double standards in the Middle 


East. “Arabs in general and 
Palestinians in particular, have 
been waiting for more than two 
decades to enforce internation- 
al legitimacy," Masri said. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) also ac- 
cused the U.S. of using double 
standards in dealing with Mid- 
dle East issues. In a statement 
sent to the Jordan Times from 
T unis , Bassam Abu Sharif, 
senior advisor to PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat, said that such 
policy “wifi have serious and 
dangerous repercussions in the. 
region and probably all over the 
world.” 

“Injustice is not tolerated 
any more. Double standards 
are not tolerated any more,” 
Abu Sharif said. “Double stan- 
dards in dealing with the Mid- 
dle East problems will only lead 
to further frustration in the 
region, and in no time to a 
destructive explosion." 

A senior Jordanian official 
told the Jordan Times that the 
new resolution proved that the 
U.S. “was controlling imema- 
tiooai legitimacy after the cold 


war. 
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More 
foreigners 
leave Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
group of about 80 foreigners, 
most of them Swedes, left Friday 
aboard a chartered Iraqi Airways 
flight bound for Stockholm, air- 
port sources said. 

The sources, quoted by the 
AP, said the group indudes 65 
Swedes, five Britons and five 
Finns. The sources said five or six 
other Westerners were on the 
(fight, bat that their nationalities 
were not immediately known. 

Iraq has said that Swedes trap- 
ped by Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait may leave if they wish. 
The Swedish embassy in Baghdad 
said Thursday two of its nationals 
have opted to stay. 

All the other Swedes who had 
been stranded in Kuwait or Iraq 
since the invasion were on Fri- 
day’s charter. 

Iraq’s National Assembly de- 
creed that all Swedes can leave 
after a message sent by Swedish 
Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson 
to Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
earlier this week. 

In his letter, Carlsson reported- 
ly criticised Israeli policy against 
the Arabs and noted that Kuwait 
was not the only occupied terri- 
tory in the Middle F-a**- 

Saddam has linin-H a settlement 
of the Kuwait crisis to an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab territories. The United 
States and its allies have rejected 
the linkage. 

A two-member Finnish par- 
liamentary delegation was in Iraq 
earlier this week to negotiate the 
release of the Firms. 

Two Finns remain in Kuwait 
voluntarily and three in Iraq, 
according to Western diplomats. 

The Britons on Friday’s flight 
were among a group of 15 whose 
release was negotiated by British 
lawmaker Tony Bean. 

Benn ended a visit to Iraq 
Thursday. It was not dear when 
the other 10 would be allowed to 
go- 

About 1,300 Britons remain in 
Kuwait and Iraq. 




Does the world want Jordan to vanish? 


Tbe following article by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
appeared in the Nov. 28 issue of tbe Christian Science Monitor. 


By Hassan Ben Tala! 

POLITICAL turbulence is 
hardly unknown in the Middle 
East, but these past three 
mouths have brought storms of 
catastrophic consequence, par- 
ticularly to Jordan — a long- 
standing friend and ally of 
Western democracies. 

If Kuwait was the initial focus 
of Sftdd”"" Hussein’s actions,- 
Jordan has become the chief 
victim of the aftermath of that 
invasion and the world com- 
munity’s extraordinary re- 
sponse to it. And nobody seems 

to care. 

Plainly put, our small country 
of 3J million people is on tbe 


brink of extinction. 

The tragic irony is that pre- 
cisely because we are com- 
plying with United Nations 
sanctions and embargoes 
against Iraq, our economy is 
suffering. Our primary exports 
of fruits and vegetables have 
dwindled to a trickle; once- 

I ucrative tourism has practically 
ended; and development aid 
from the West, and from our 
rich Arab brethren, seems to 
have ceased because of an un- 
founded perception that Jordan 
is secretly rooting for Iraq. 

Jordan is not an apologist for 
Iraq. We have made it dear to 
the Ragh dad leadership chat we 


are opposed to the acquisition 
of territory by force. We have 
made it dear that we support 
international efforts to restore 
the ousted emir of Kuwait. So 
what explains the international 
perception that we are actually 
a “fifth col umn ” acting on Sad- 
dam Hussein’s behalf? 

I suspect the answer lies in 
the fact that my elder brother. 
His Majesty King Hussein, has 
not added his voice to those 
clamoring for war against Iraq. 
Jordan believes that those call- 
ing for war do not understand 
the vast devastation and suffer- 
ing that further hostilities 
would bring to our region. 

War would unleash hatreds 
(hat would extend well beyond 
the Arab- Israeli syndrome and 


irreparably hurt Western and 
American interests in the Isla- 
mic world. 

Jordan believes that Iraq’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait should 
be unconditional. However, we 
also believe that for the sake of 
building a more just order in 
the region, the underlying 
causes that led to Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait have to be tack- 
led. The possibility of negotia- 
tions and of referring boundary 
disputes to the World Court 
should not be ruled out. 

Jordan also believes that it is 
morally reprehensible to take 
hostages. Jordan Is party to the 
U.N. Convention against the 
taking of hostages and to other 
treaties against international 

terrorism. 


. The point to be emphasised is 
that Jordan is not critical of the 
U.N. nor of its resolutions. On 
the contrary, we regard them as 
mandatory. What we disagree 
with are certain policies fol- 
lowed by some of our allies 
aimed ostensibly at achieving 
these objectives. 

In other words, we have no 
disagreement on the need to 
restore legitimacy and the rule 
of international law. But we 
dissent on the means. Should 
we be punished for being hon- 
est? Though dishonest would 
have produced quick pecuniary 
rewards, we chose to stick to 
our principles and be truthful 

with the leaders and people of 
■ 

(Continued mi page 3) 
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After U.N. vote, next 
Bush challenge is Congress 


Text of resolution on use Alert 

of force against Iraq 


WASHINGTON (R) — Now 
that U S. President George Bush 
r.cb won United Nations support 
for military action against Iraq, 
:he next fiurdie is to persuade 
Congress that his Gulf policy is 
sourd 

Administration ofncials and 
:~.igre»ionaI leaders have been 
discussing the merits of recalling 
Congress. which has adjourned 
f?r the Christams recess, for a 
special session. 

Lawmakers could consider a 
rsroliilion similar to the one 
approved Thursday by the U.N. 
Security Council, authorising the 
use of force if Iraq does not 
withdraw from Kuwait by Jan. 
15. 

The president is scheduled to 

tree: congressional leaders on 

Fr.dav for further discussions on 
■ 

:bc matter. 

Republican leaders of Con- 
fess want a special session, but 
Democrats and the president 
have been cool to the idea. 

**I think the president should 


do that (go to Congress) ."said 
Senator Richard Lugar, an Indi- 
ana Republican and senior mem- 
ber of the Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

‘'Clearly the president's choice 
was to go to the allies who were 
working with the United States 
first and to get the United Nations 

resolution,” Lugar said on ABC 
television. 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole of Kansas said there 
was a 50-50 chance that a special 
session of Congress would be 
called to debate Gulf policy be- 
fore Christmas. 

Bush commanded solid support 
for his initial deployment of U.S. 
troops to defend Saudi Arabia 
following the Aug. 2 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

But many Democrats in Con- 
gress are concerned that his 
November decision to send an 
additional 150,000 troops to join 
U.S. 230,000 servicemen already 
in the Gulf is putting the United 
States on an irreversible path to 


war. 

They want more time, as much 
as IS months, to give U.N. trade 
sanctions against Iraq time to 
work. 

Congress could even force the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops in the 
Gulf unless it approves their con- 
tinued deployment. 

It is empowered to do so by the 
war powers resolution, which 
gives Congress a greater role in 
military policy when U.S. troops 
are put in hostile situations. This 
was passed in 1973 at the height 
of the controversial Vietnam war. 

House Speaker Thomas Foley, 
a Washington Democrat, and 
House Republican leader Robert 
Michel of Illinois told Bosh at a 
private meeting Thursday that 
they could not guarantee strong 
support in Congress for a resolu- 
tion similar to the one adopted by 
the U.N. Security Council. 

Anything less than the solid 
backing of Congress could under- 
mine the U.S.-led international 
coalition against Iraq. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Following is the text of the resolution 
the Security Council adopted Thursday which authorises the use of 
force if Iraq does not withdraw from Kuwait before Jan. IS. 

The resolution, number 678 (1990), was passed by a vote of 12 
for. two against (Cuba and Yemen) and one abstention (China). 

The Security Council, 

gF.CAi.riNG and reaffirming its resolutions 660 (1990), 661 
(1990). 662 (1990). 664 (1990), 665 (1990), 666 (1990), 667 (1990), 
669 (1990). 670 (1990). 674 (1990) and 677 (1990), 

NOTING that, despite all efforts by the United Nations, Iraq 
refuses to comply with its obligation to implement Resolution 660 
(1990) and the above subsequent relevant resolutions, in flagrant 
contempt of the council. 

MINDFUL of its duties and responsibilities under the Charter 
of the United Nations for the maintenance and preservation of 
international peace and security, 

DETERMINED to secure foil compliance with its decisions, 

ACTING under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

1. Demands that Iraq comply fully with Resolution 660 (1990) 
and all subsequent relevant resolutions and decides, while main- 
taining all its decisions, to allow Iraq one final opportunity, as a 
pause of goodwill, to do so; 

2. Authorises member states cooperating with the government of 
Kuwait, u n l ess Iraq on or before 15 Jan. 1991 fully implements, as 
set forth in paragraph 1 above, the foregoing resolutions, to use all 
necessary means to uphold and implement Security Council 
Resolution 660 (1990) and all subsequent relevant resolutions and 
to restore international peace and security in the area; 

3. Requests all states to provide appropriate support for the 
actions undertaken in pursuance of paragraph 2 of this resolution; 

4. Requests the states concerned to keep the council regularly 
informed on the progress of actions undertaken pursuant to 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of this resolution; 

5. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 
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called off 
in Gulf 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia 
(Agencies) — British and Amer- 
ican troops in the Gulf have been 
stood down from a heightened 
state of alert prompted by fears Of 
an Iraqi attack, a military source 
said Friday. 

The air raid alert was called 
Thursday, hours before the U.N. 
Security Council authorised the 
use of force against Iraq. 

"The perception of that extra 
threat is no longer there,” the 
Saudi- based source, a member of 
the 27-nation force facing Iraq in 
the Gulf tokl Reuters. 

“It’s off," be added. 

A report by Britain's Press 
Association said British comman- 
ders had ordered their troops in 
the Gulf on yellow alret for the 
first time, one stags down from a 
full red-alert. 

The report said during the alert 
troops were ordered to carry re- 
spirators and suits protecting 
them against a possible attack 
from Iraq's chemical arsenal. 

The military source said the 
U.S. put its 240,000 troops in the 
Gulf on alert and Britain, as part 
of the multinational fence, was 
obliged to follow suit. 


: a ‘f 

m-- M IB 




fc. -* n *- 1 





•N 


U.N. vote puts Gulf 
crisis on war timetable 
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SPECIAL SERVICE AND 
MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A U.N. 
Security Council vote authoris- 
ing the use of force against 
Iraq if it does not leave Kuwait 
by mid-January has put the 
Gulf crisis on a six-week 
countdown to war, analysts 
say. 

If Iraq defies this United 
Nations resolutions as H it has de- 
fied the previous 11 passed 
since it invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, the United States will 
not be able to delay attacking 
it for very long, the analysts 
said. 

“Although the resolution 
does not require immediate 
resort -to force, tactically the 
United States cannot postpone 
action much beyond the dead- 
line.” said Martin Indyk, 
director of the Washington In- 
stitute for Near East Studies. 

“Any extended delay would 
allow Iraq to win a major 
psychological victory by claim- 
ing it had called the bluff of the 
U.S. and the entire United 
Nations." he said. 

Analysts were divided on 
bow Iraq might reart to the 
resolution. The administration 
of President George Bush 
dearly hopes that it will con- 
vince Baghdad that its only* 
hope of sunival is to withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

But some experts thought 
Iraq would be more Hkely to 
offer a partial concession, such 
as a withdrawal from the 
southern half of the emirate 
while retaining the northern 
half. 

“I do not believe that we 


will see a day where the Iraqi 
leader will send us a letter 
saying he has now accepted 
our terms,” said former 
Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer. 

“The much more likely re- 
sult (is) that around the dead- 
line of the U.N. resolution or 
shortly thereafter, Iraq will 
offer some sort of negotia- 
tion.” he told the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
Wednesday . 

Iraq's strategy would be to 
drag Washington into a pro- 
tracted process “in which it 
can never be shown that suc- 
cess is impossible, but in which 
at the same time success is 
never quite reached," Kissin- 
ger said. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Such offers could misfire 
and may not prevent war. The 
administration has consistently 
rejected what U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker has de- 
scribed as “the siren song of 
partial solutions," and is aware 
it cannot maintain its massive 
military deployment inde- 
finitely. 

In the same Senate hearing. 
General David Jones, former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, compared the situation 
in the Gulf crisis to that of the 
days preceding the outbreak of 
World War I in Europe. 

“In 1914, the contending 
powers set in motion a mobi- 
lisation and deployment jug- 
gernaut that soon achieved a 
momentum of its own," he 
said. 


“Each side's reaction to the 
other’s growing force levels 
and troop movements became 
in itself the rationale for war 
and the terrible slaughter that 
followed. There are disturbing 
parallels as we escalate our 
force levels in the Middle 
East,” he said. 

In a sense, the U.N. vote is a 
necessary component of 
Bush's decision earlier this 
month to send an additional 
150,000 troops to Saudi Arabia 
to build a credible offensive 
option. 

Military experts said they 
belieye Washington will not be 
able to sustain, supply, train 
and main tain the morale of. 
such a massive force for very 
long. It would either have to 
attack br. begin to reduce troop 
" r levels, i. ‘ V 

“The risk is that the prob- 
lems inherent in maintaining the 
offensive military option could 
create irresistible pressures to 
initiate combat irrespective of 
the progress of foe U.N. sanc- 
tions," said Jones, who headed 
the U.S. military in the late 
1970s and early 1980s. 

Former U.S. Ambassador to 
foe United Nations Donald 
McHenry said the U.N. vote in 
itself did not give the United 
States sufficient authority to 
go to war and was certainly no 
substitute for a strong domes- 
tic consensus. 

“He (Bush) has got to build 
up the necessary political con- 
sensus to support the use of 
force, and that consensus will 
require that be exhaust peace- 
ful measure. It will require 
that he show that sanctions 
won't work." he said. 


Mubarak’s party heads for poll victory 


Call us now for a free study of 
your power requirements. 








CAIRO ( Agencies) — President 
H»m Mubarak's ruling National 
1 Democratic Party (NDP) beaded 
; for an overwhelming majority in 
i parliamentary elections marred 
! by clashes that left at least three 
dead and dozens wounded. 

By Friday evening, unofficial 
| tabulations showed the NDP with 
. 39 seats and independents 26. 
. Runoffs next Thursday were de- 
j dared necessary for 136 seats. 

| The par el inn nary results were 

I distributed by foe government's 


Middle East News Agency 
(MENA). It said that Interior 
Minister Abdul Halim Mousa will 
announce the official returns on 
Saturday at noon. 

Security sources said five peo- 
ple were killed and 92 were in- 
jured in gun battles and riots dur- 
ing foe general elections. 

The worst violence in Thurs- 
day's voting was near the 
Mediterranean port of Damietta, 
where police and villagers ex- 
changed gunfire and security 


force vehicles were set ablaze, the 
security sources said. 

Four people were killed and 
63. including two policemen, 
were hurt when villagers tried to 
s to rm voting stations and mark all 
ballot papers with the name of 
their favoured candidate, a Nas- 
serite. 

The Nasserite politician, Di- 
aeddin Daoud, a supporter of 
Egypt's late President Gamal 
Abdul Nasser, was standing as an 
independent. 


12Resolutions against 
Iraq since August 12 t 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 

resolution authorising the use of 
force against Iraq adopted by the 
Security Council Thurday is the 
12th U.N. resolution against Iraq 
since it invaded Kuwait Aug. 2. 

The following is a summary of 
foe resolutions dealing with Iraq- 
Eleven are on substantive issues 
anH one ifaak with procedures. 

The 15-nation body has five 
permanent members with veto 
power — the United Sta tes , the 
Soviet Union, China, Britain and 
France. Its 10 non-permanent 
members are Canada, Colombia, 
Cuba, Ethiopia, Finland, Ivory 


Nations and similar boafe*. It 

reaffirmed that mefodne was not 
included in the . embargo. -The 
vote for resolution 666 was 13 to 2 
with Cuba and Yemen voting! 

against. The Council oondc^ 

mned raids by Iraqi troops on 
French and other diplomatic mis- J 
sRms in Kuwait. The vote was! 
unanimous. i 

8. Spec. 24: The Coundlpassed. 
unanimously a procedural mea^ 
sure entrusting its SanctioryJ 
Committee with evaluating am M 
reporting back to the. full CounciV 
recommendations ori~ assistant? 


Coast, Malaysia^ Romania, Ye- from countries suffering econo- 


men and Zaire. 

1. Aug. 2: The Council conde- 
mned Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
and Baghdad with- 

draw Hs forces. The vote for 
resolution 660 was 14 to 0, with 
Yemen not participating. 


mically from the trade embargo. 

9. Sept. 25: The Council prohKM 
bited all air traffic with lraq aig^V 
Kuwait except in humanitari£(M 
circumstances and fligh*L 
approved by a Council Comm. 1 
tee on sanctions. It also called t 1 


2 _ Aug. 6: The Council im- states to detain ships of Ira^ V 
posed stringent sanctions on all registry which enter their ports 8 
trade to and from Iraq except for and which are being or have been J 
medicine, and, in humanitarian used in violation of economic ■ 
circumstances, foodstuffs. The sanctions. The vote was 14 to 1 W 
vote was 13-0 with Cuba and with Cuba voting against. - 9 

Yemen abstaining. 10. Oct. 29: The Council asked ■ 

3. Aug. 9: The Council do- states to document evidence ofjjj- 

dared Iraq’s annexation of financial losses and human rights « 
Kuwait null and void. The vote violations resulting from the inva- v 
was unanimous. sion. The resolution encourages n 

4. Ang. 18: The Council de- the secretary general to nnder-^y 

manded Iraq allow foreign - take peace efforts but leaves the j 
nationals to leave Iraq and door open for other unspecified Sj 
Kuwait and rescind its order to actions if Iraq fails to withdraw. S 
close diplomatic missions in The vote was 13 to 0 with Cuba ^9 
Kuwait. The vote was tmani- and Yemen abstaining. | 


moos. 

5. Ang. 25: The Council per- 
mitted member states to use fi- 


ll. Nov. 28: The Council asked 
tike U.N. secretary general to 
safeguard a smuggled copy of 


mi ted naval force in foe Gulf to Kuwait’s population register in 
ensure compliance with economic order to foil attempts by Iraq to 
sanctions by on them to repopulate the emirate with Ira- 


use “measures commensurate to 
foe specific circumstances” to 


qis. The vote was unanimous. 
12. Nov. 29: If Iraq does not 


halt maritime shipping in order to comply by Jan 15, 1991 with, 
inspect cargoes. The vote was 13 previous Council resolutions caH- 
to 0 with Cuba and Yemen ab- mg for Iraq's withdrawal from 


staining. 


Kuwait, nations are authorised 


6. Sept. 13: The Council “to use all necessary means" to 
approved shipment of food to ensure specifically mention force. 
Iraq and Kuwait in case of hmna- The vote was 12 for, two (CubaJ^ 
n i tar ia n need but only if it was and Yemen) against.- and one* 
distributed through foe United (China) abstained. S 


Rebel assault gams 
strength inChad 


PAJGS (AP) — A' rebel offensive 
In Chad is gaining strength, 
French officials said Thursday. 
The government ordered 150 
foreign legionnaires to reinforce 
French troops already in Chad, 
but said they would not join the 
fighting. 

Chad’s government contends 
foe rebels are backed bsy Libya, a 
view endorsed this week by foe 
U.S. State Department. 


week-old war as an internal con- 
flict between Chadians. Libya, 
which denies backing the rebels, 
accused foe United States of 
“premeditated hostile inten- 
tions.” 

A French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, speaking on the con- 
dition of anonymity, said Thurs- 
day that “the situation is worsen- 
ing, and the battles are more 
severe.” He said the rebel offen- 
sive has grown in size, “and 
g o ver nm ent forces are encounter- 
ing difficulties on the ground.” 

Other French sources said re- 
bel leader Idriss Deby’s forces 
were moving steadily westwards, 
away from the border with Sudan 
and towards the capital, 
N’djamena. 

The French Defence Ministry 
said a 150-strong company of the 
second foreign parachutist regim- 
ent would be sent to N’djamena. 
The move was aimed at “better- 
ing the security of our troops and 
assuring, if need be, foe protec- 
tion of our nationals." 

There are an 1,250 

French civilians in Chad, a for- 
mer French colony. 


France already - had *1,000 
-feoops in Chad, and recently 
drifted a company from N’djame- 
na to the northeastern town of 
Abeche near the main combat 
zone. 

Defence Minister Jean-Fiene 
Chevenement said France was' 
studying requests from Chad for 2 
aims, but gave no indication what 
foe response would be. 

Hie said French policy was to 
avoid defending governments 
against internal opposition, even 
in the case of a government which 
France might help in the event of 
external aggression. France has 
said that President Hissene 
Habre’s troops suffered consider^ 
able losses in the recent fightings 
The two sides have claimed 
take and retake several easteH 
towns, but neither has ofiere|l 
casualty figures. n 

Habre visited the war zone Iasre 
week and, according to somel 
accounts, narrowly escaped dfJ 
hands of the rebels. Habre W&9 
seen on Chad TV Wednesday! 
welcoming a foreign dignitary tol 
N'djamena. ' 

Deby helped Habre take power 
in 1982 and formerly was a milit- 
ary adviser to the president, but 
fled in April 1989 amidst allega- 
tions he was part of a coup plot. 1 



France sent thousands of 
troops to Chad in February 1986 
at the height of fighting in north -1 
era Chad against Libyan-backed 
rebels. Libya then occupied the 
northern part of the poor, land- 
locked country, but was chased 
out in a series of battles in 1987. 
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Suheimat says not 
enough shelters 


By EBa NasraQah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In the event of air 
raids or other types of warfare 
Amman inhabitants can only 
hope to find shelters by them- 
selves since no proper public shel- 
ters exist in die Amman region, 
according to Amman Mayor Ah 
Suhcnnai. 

‘Tt is tme that there was some 
interest in providing shelters after 
the 396 7 Arab-Israeli war, but 
plans for creating diem have long 

been dropped and no proper shel- 
ters exist in an emergency,” the 
mayor said at a press gathering 
Thursday. 

Suheimat, who hay only been 
mayor for a little more than a 
year, said that afrhnng h the mnrri- 
apafity’s financial situation was 
good at the moment no vast <nm« 
could be spared within short 
notice for the construction of 
shelters as money was needed to 
spend on public and mnzricipa! 
services. 

He said that a development 
scheme for downtown Amman 
had to be shelved for not being so 
urgent on the one hand, and for 
bring bound to cost the munka- 
paiity more than JD 5.2 minion 
on the other. 

The project, endorsed by the 
Council of Ministers and the 
municipal council nnder the pre- 
vious mayor, had envisaged pull- 
ing down buildings in the central 
parts of the capital to make way 
for wider streets and to allow for 
pedestrian zones and reduce the 


traffic congestion. 

“The municipality will soon 
a nn ounce its 1991 budget, but X 
can say that the municipal councfi 
has nearly JD 5 million in cash 
Sow which is being utilised for 
essential services and the pay- 
ment of salaries, co mp e n sations, 
and financing pressing schemes,” 
the mayor said. 

The mayor pointed out that 
since taking office he had been 
maintaining an open-door policy, 
listening to all complaints and 

taldng into account all c ri tici sm , 
die press' levelled against the 
municipality, with the purpose of 

redr e ssing situations or dealing 
with grievances. 

He said he was looking forward 
to a greater measure of coopera- 
tion with the media about which 
he said it was helping the mtnuci- 
pafity to know more about public 


Suheimat said that future plans 
were contemplated for giving 
municipal departments in the 
suburbs of the Greater Amman 
region more authority and further 


He said that be was looking 
forward to the day when these 
departments would become 
autonomous municipal councils 
el e c t ed by the local people. 

Once appointed the local coun- 
cils can select their representa- 
tives at the central municipal 
council in Amman which now 
groups SI people appointed by 
the government, including heads 
of departments with direct Knkc 
with Amman Municipality, 
Suheimat said. 


Jordanian experts, U.S. 

panel to discuss via satellite 

■ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Hani 
Mulki, president of the Royal 
Scientific Society, and Dr. 
Abdullah Touqan, secretary 
general of die Higher Council for 
Science and Technology, will ex- 
change ideas with colleagues in 
Cairo and the United States on 
“Government Support for Scien- 
ce and Technology,” via satellite 
at the American Cultural Centre, 
Wednesday, De cemb er 5. 1- * 

The dialogue w0fT5£us oh gov- 
ernment , support, for private, re- 
* 9 *^ i ^tig^_,the develop- , 
meat of research triangles, 
which link universities and . 
businesses; projects receiving 


government support; and the in- 
centives governm ents provide in- 
stitutions engaged in training en- 


The two American panelists 
are: Dr. Don Phillips, executive 
director of the Govemment- 
University- Indus try Research 
Roundtable, which is sponsored 
by the National Academy of Sci- 
ences, National Academy of Bn- 


J 1Vffedk±db"dhd J Dr. '“John ^Alic, 

yeclumlog)!, jgd fimpligmpit 


Technology Assessment of the 
U.S. Congress. 


■ 

Crown Prince 

(Continued from page 1) 
the West. 

Do these leaders and their 
publics realise the extent of 
Jordan’s deteriorating condi- 
tion? 

By the end of this year, 
Jordan will lose more than SI 
billion in revenue because our 
traditional markets in Iraq and 
Kuwait have been dosed. 

Saudi Arabia, our neighbour 
and other major market, could 
have come to our rescue by 
compensating Jordan for the 
loss of Iraqi oil and trade with 
both Iraq and Kuwait. But the 
Saudis, perhaps out of genuine, 
if gross, misguidance, see Jor- 
dan as an apologist for Iraq. 
They have shunned ns. 

Moreover, the Gulf crisis has 
resulted in the return to Jordan 
of hundreds of thousands of 
skilled Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians who worked in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. This has 
meant a loss of almost $350 
million in repatriated revenue 
to Jordan, and this also means 


Jordanians 

(Continued from page 1) 

“We were hoping that the 
U-N. would take the place of 
the Soviet Union, which main- 
tamed the balance from the 
East. But unfortunately, this 
resolution has endorsed the 
U.S. role is international polic- 
ing,” said the official, who pre- 
ferred anonymity. 

Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad A1 Laws told the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra that 
the resolution allows “for shed- 
ding Arab blood and aims at 
destroying humanity.” 

“The resolutions passed 
against Iraq are not bared on 
international legitimacy or serv- 
ing justice and peace, but to 
create a cloak for aggression 
anmng afc (U.S.) hegemony on 
Arab land,” Lawzi was quoted 
as saying. He also accused the 
U.S.-' and its allies of using 
double 'standards in the Middle ' 
East,' saying the U.S. has 
showed Israel to rr mtirmf. its 

“state terrorism against Palesti- 
nians.” 

Prominent human rights 
lawyer Ibrahim Baker also ac- 
cused the U.S. and its allies of 
double standards, saying they 
have given most of their atten- 


that our government will now 
have to spend more than $300 
milli on in providing unantici- 
pated social services. 

How does Jordan still sur- 
vive? Only with great difficulty. 

More than $185 million in 
economic assistance that Jor- 
dan received annually from 
Iraq and Kuwait has dis- 
appeared. Yes, we still import 
oil from Iraq for domestic con- 
sumption. Fortunately, we are 
not required to pay for this ofl 
since Baghdad permits Jordan 
to credit these imports against 
Iraq’s $310 million debt to Jor- 
dan at a rate of $16 a barrel. 

With oar declining revenues 
and with evaporating foreign 
aid, the economic future for 
tins nation — once given the 
prospect of becoming the 
“Singapore of the Middle East” 
— is bleak. Jordan's cash re- 
serves are now estimated at 
barely $175 miTHo n. (Yet, we 
will require about $500 mOfion 
by the end of this year to 
merely service oar foreign debt 
of $8.4 billion). 

Does the world really want 
Jordan to disappear? 


tion to the Gulf crisis “without 
the least bit of focus on the 
Palestinian plight and the 
humanitarian international law 
as provided in the Geneva Con- 
vention.” 

’ Baker described the resolu- 
tion as “an ideal example of the 
model savagery represented by 
the hegem ony of American im- 
perialism in the so-called new 

world order under the doak of 
international legality, which is 
contr ar y to international legal- 
ity as exemplified by the devious 
attitudes of the American admi- 
nistration in Hating with the 
draft resolution concerning die 
plight of Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation.” 

A 

Muslim Brotherhood Depnty 
Abdul Mun'em Abu Zant 
warned that if “Iraq is touched, 
it is the duty of the Arab and 
Muslim world from East to 
West to remain in one camp” 
against U.S. aggression on the 
Arab country. 

ft 

“Unfortunately , die Security 
Council is influenced by the 

expansionist U.S. to the point 
of bribery before the resolution 
was passed, starting with the 

Soviet Urnon, which was bribed 
with $4 bflfion from Saudi Ara- 
bia ” Abo Zant asserted. 



[ On the fourth anniversary: 


Muslim Brotherhood 


1 rallies In support of Intifada 


Speaker of the Upper Boose of Parliament Ahmad A1 Lawri Thursday bolds taBcs with a de l e gati on 


World Peace Council delegation 
praises Jordan’s peace efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion representing the World 
Peace paid a brief vist to 

Jordan Thursday and met several 
government officials and the 
speakers of die Senate and the 
Lower House of Parliament to 
rfjggnss Middle East issues. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwao A1 
Qasem voiced Jordan’s official 
stand with regard to the Gulf 
crisis and presented the current 
efforts being exerted by the King- 
dom seeking a just solution to the 
problem. 

The Senate Speaker Ahmad A1 


Lawzi emphasised the need for a 
just and permanent relation for 
Middle East issues. “Jordan is 
seeking peace for the region 
while the United States continues 
to beat the drums of war and is 
not dealing with the Palestine and 
the Gulf issues on equal terms.'* 
Lawzi said. 

Referring to recent Israeli 
stated policies, Lawzi said that 
Shamir’s statement on retaining 
the Arab lands has exposed 
Israel’s real intentions with re- 
gard to the creation of the so- 
called greater Israel, extending 


from the Jordan River to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The World Peace Council de- 
legation later met with Speaker of 
the Lower House of Par liame nt 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat and discus- 
sed prospects for' peace in the 
Gulf. “Jordan is looking forward 
to a just, peaceful settlement for 
the Gulf issue, but the Kingdom 
is being fac ed with hostile atti- 
tudes because of its quest for 
peace,” Arabiyat said. 

The bead of the delegation 
expressed appreciation to Jordan 
for its peace endeavours. 


By Abdullah Basnet 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Muslim Brother- 
hood rally in solidarity with the 
Palestinian intifada Friday turned 
into one of support for Hamas — 
the Islamic resistance movement 
in die West Bank and Gaza. 

Hundreds of people at 

the gates and on the grounds 
around the folly-packed Palace of 
Culture, half of them veiled 
women, half bearded men and a 
few stranded journalists. 

Posters and memorabilia of 
Hamas were sold at many stands 
around the palace. The audience 
listened attentively to enthusias- 
tic Islamist speakers, only occa- 
sionally interrupted by Hamas 
slogans, calls for jihad and chant- 
ing for Allahu Akbar. 

Speakers included the Brother- 
hood leader. Dr. Mohammad 
Abdul Rahman Khali fah, Hamas 
leader Ibrahim Ghosheh, 
Brotherhood Parliament Deputy 
Hammam Said, University of Jor- 
dan Professor Ahmad Nawfal, 
and Shawkat Kazan,, a repre- 
sentative of the Turkish Muslim 
Party (A1 Rafah). 

The speakers praised Hamas 
and its leadership of the intifada, 
attacked the Zionists and the 
Western colonialists, but com- 
pletely ignored the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

“Our people in Palestine are 
waging a battle with their own 
blood, with their children 
maimed and their homes des- 
troyed,” Hammam Said said. 

He said that borders between 
Arabs must be eliminated and 
“the Jewish body most be re- 
moved.” 


Karan said that Hamas was 
facing the Zionist movement that 
“controls the whole world and is 
Islam’s most avowed enemy” and 
called on Muslims the world over 
to support the movement. 

Kazan reviewed the history of 
the Ottoman empire in defence of 
Islam and vowed that 'Turkey 
will throw the Americans out” 
when his party takes power in 
that country. 

Kazan called for the formation 
of a united Muslim nations orga- 
nisation instead of the “American 
Zionist U.N." 

■ 

“Muslims should enter Into 
joint defence pacts, then America 
will find no foothold in the lands 
of Arabs and Muslims,” be said. 

“The drums of war and the 
Security Council resolutionsr 
should not scare us,” be said, “it 
is only a fulfilment of the prophe- 
cy of Prophet Mohammad that 
we shall fight the Jews in Pales- 
tine until stones and trees tell 
Muslims that Jews are hiding 
behind them.” 

While children played under 
the watchful eyes of their mothers 
in the dear and cool afternoon. 
Dr. Ahmad Nawfal praised the 
martyrs of the intifada, the Jorda- 
nian and Arab fighters and 
blasted at Arab leaders aligned 
with the U.S. in the Gulf crisis. 

Nawfal strongly criticised 
Egyptian President Hosui Mubar- 
ak and accused him of “dragging 
Egypt into the mud of humilia- 
tion and slavery.” 

He did not spare Syria and 
called on its people to “lift the 
country’s bead from the mud.” 

He blasted Saudi Arabia and 
called on the Saudi people to 
thmie of what “half a million 


colonial soldiers” are doing in the 
Arabian peninsula. 

“They bought Russia, which 
they used to call atheist, with 54 
billion and cut the oil from Jor- 
dan for 540 million, while 
Sudanese die of famine,” he said 
referring to last week’s Saudi loan 
to the Soviet Union and last 
month’s Saudi decision to cut oil 
supplies to Jordan. 

Nawfal indirectly criticised Iraq 
for its alleged treatment of 
Kuwaitis. “We are pained by the 
situation of Kuwaiti people, we 
are with the Kuwaiti people, but 
not with the Kuwaiti regime, ” he 
’ stressed. 

Without mentioning the Iraqi 
leadership, be said that Jordan 
was ready to “sacrifice the last 
man in defence of Iraq” and 
called on the Iraqi people not to 
fail Arabs and Muslims and suc- 
cumb to invaders. He called on 
Iraqis to “purify their souls and to 
lift injustice.” 

Without mentioning Kuwait he 
addressed the Iraqis: “We do not 
agree that people be harmed.” 

He said that the new world 
order was being dominated by the 
U.S. after “the Soviet Union 
disintegrated to heD” and that the 
confrontation now was between 
the West and Islam. 

The Muslim Brotherhood rally 
on Friday is the first activity in 
week-long celebrations com- 
memorating the fourth 
anniversary of the intifada that 
falls on Dec. 8. 

The celebrations include daily 
songs praising the intifada, a 
book exhibition, screening of in- 
tifada films, and stands for selling 
inti fa da posters and memorabilia. 


pledge continued peace mission 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Twelve members of 
t he Ch ristian Peacemaker Teams 
(CPT) of the Merino ni re and 
Brethren churches from the Un- 
ited -States and ■ Canada, have 
ended a week-long visit to Iraq, 
& better 

understanding between the Iraqi 
people and the world, and to 
spread the seed of peace in this 
part of the region.” 

“Our purpose is to relay our 
(American and Canadian peo- 
ple's) sentiments for peace, and 
to explore with the government 
1 officials avenues for a negotiated 
settlement of this crisis,” the 
leader of the group. Gene Stolt- 
zfas, told the Jordan Times in 
Amman Friday. 

The team, made up of three 
Canadians and nine Americans, 
is part of a peacemaking team 
among the 2,500 congregations of 
Mennonite churches, Church of 
the Brethren and Brethren in 
Christ churches in North Amer- 
ica. These congregations have a 
450-year history of opposing war 
and institutional injustice. This 
group is represented in Jordan 
through the Mennonite Central 
Committee, - located in Jabel 
Luweibdeh; operating in this 
country since the late 1950s. 

Before taking off from the Un- 
ited States on Nov. 21, the peace- 
maker team rallied for supp ort of 
their mission in the United 
States. Stoltzfas said that thin hart 
led to his and many other peo- 
ples* arrests, during a peace de- 
monstration held in front of the 
Lawiy Air Force base in Denver, 


Bush invites 

(Continued from page 1) 

series of witnesses who under- 
scored doubts among Democratic 
senators. Cheney and Powell are 
sla t ed to testify next week. And 
Baker said Friday morning that 
he also would testify. 

Odom stressed in his testimony 
that be supports Bush’s buildup 
in the Gulf, bat said he was 
bewildered by the administra- 
tion’s apparent impatience with 
die results to date. 

“I am puzzled by the adminis- 
tration's failure to take credit for 

its succes on this slow rente to its 
objectives,” said Odom, joining 
others in ur ging that economic 
sanctions be given more time. 

“Some of the administration’s 
rhetoric makes it sound as though 
we are losing. That is clearly not 
true,” said Odom. 

“The weight in favour of... 
holding our present defensive 
position in Saudi Arabia seems to 
be quite large,” be said. 

“Early military action to push 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait is cer- 
tainly within our means,” he said. 
“If it involves only expelling 
those forces from “Kuwait with- 
out further action to destroy the 
balk of those forces in Iraq, it will 
not remove the military threat 

from Sand Arabia, and we will 
face an indefinite period of 
occ upa tion of Kuwait.” 


Colorado. The base, Stoltzfas ex- 
plained, is the financier of the 
Pentagon’s military operations, 
which, be said, is basically 
.“American tax payers' money.” 

Stoltzfas met with an official at 
the base and asked him to send a 
can ■ of infant formula he was 
holding to Iraq. The official had 
them arrested and removed off 
-the- premises. "When we first 
Redded to go to Iraqrthcrewas a 
lot of fear. Now I believe we are 
faced with another kind of drama 
and fear and that is to communi- 
cate a new message to people 
back home about Iraq and its 
people,” be said. 

He also added that the Iraqis 
were very open and welcoming to 
the delegation and showed no 
hostilities towards them. “Our 
hearts are filled with the Iraqi 
people,” Stoltzfas said. The team 
flew to Amman from Baghdad 
Thursday. 

Although the team was not 
successful in en s u rin g the release 
of American or other foreign 
nationals held in Iraq, Stoltzfas 
said: “Our basic mission was to 
promote peace not to ensure the 
release of any hostages.” 

The team also carried 512,000 
worth of medical supply to Iraq. 
“Although this is not a great 
contribution, we feel that it is 
much needed,” he said. 

Asked about the situation in- 
side Iraq, and about the reported 
shortages of food and medicine, 
Stoltzfas said that he felt there 
were shortages in infant formu- 
las, medicated milk, medicine, 
flour and sugar, “but by no 
means are the shortages dose to 
an emergency point,” be added. 


Earlier Friday, Iraq rejected 
the Security Council ul timatum 
and vowed to teach the United 
States and its allies a “hard les- 
son. unprecedented in history,” 
in the event of war. 

Baghdad Radio interrupted 
regular programming to broad- 
cast an announcement by the 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil after an overnight session 
under the chairmanship of Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

The council said the 12-2 vote 
endorsing the use of force resolu- 
tion against Iraq if it does not 
leave Kuwait by Jan. 15 was 
“illegal, null and void” because it 
was imposed by the United 


‘Tt is disgraceful and tarnishes 
with shame the nations which- 
helped issue it,” said the statc- 


The statement branded the 
U.N. document as “an American 
resolution from start to finish” 

and accused Washington of brib- 
ing and pressurising council mem- 
bers to vote in favour. 

“Money was paid to a number 

of governments of Security Coun- 
cil members and i mm e ns e press- 
ure was put on them from the 
president of the United States of 
America and his secretary of 
state,** the statement said. 

It made no mention of with- 
drawal from Kuwait and told the 
U.S. and its allies m a multina- 


During their stay in Iraq, the 
team talked to many Iraqis who 
expressed a shared sentiment of 
dissatisfaction with world politics 
and international condemnation. 
“The sentiment among Iraqis is 
‘whatever the cost, we are not 
going to back down.’” Gwen 
White, a member of Che peace- 
maker team said. '“There is also a 
very strong sense of Arab identity 
andnationalism and -a total rejec- 
tion to Western intervention.” 
she added. 

White also said that during her 
conversations with many Iraqis 
she did not sense Iraqis feared 
war- “There is an incredible out- 
pouring of support for Saddam 
Hussein,” she said. 

Answering a question about 
the Iraqi people’s reaction to the 
latest Unked Nations resolution 
authorising the use of force 
against Iraq if it does not with- 
draw from Kuwait, White said: 
“They (Iraqi people) knew the 
resolution was coming; they are 
no longer shocked by the inequal- 
ity and double standard treat- 
ment.” 

According to Stoltzfas. the 
team will go back and work very 
actively in trying to relay their 
message of peace. “We will work 
through the media, communicate 
our concern to Congress and the 
State Department, and work 
through an active form of strug- 
gle,” be said. "What is the active 
form of struggle? Stoltzfas was 
asked. “It's the mobilisation of 
large groups of people, and their 
involvement in direct and crea- 
tive action, symbolic of a non- 
violent movement," he 
answered. 


tional force massed in Saudi Aza- 
'bia and other Gulf Arab states 
they faced defeat if they went to 
war against Iraq. 

“In the beat of battle, Iraq will 
wipe out the dwarves who are 
supporting America, especially 
the treacherous Fahd regime (in 
Saudi Arabia),” the statement 
said. 

There was no sign on the 
streets of Baghdad Friday that 
Iraq was increasing war prepara- 
tions. 

Saddam declared on Thursday 
night, a few hours before the 
resolution was passed, that Iraq 
wanted peace. 

“We ask Allah to spare the 
human race the perils of war, bur 
if fighting is imposed on us, we 
shall fight in a way that will malt* 

us and Arabs hold our h eads 
high,” he said. 

m 

Friday’s statement repeated 
Iraq’s insistence, first announced 
10 days after the invasion of 
Kuwait, that any talks on Kuwait 
must be linked' to other Middle 
Hast issues. 

m 

Before the Security Council 
session, Saddam said Iraq would 

not be intimidated by a resolution 
authorising military action 
against it He said the Iraqi 
armed forces had the technology 

to defeat sophisticated American 

weapons, like the Stealth fighter 
bomber. 
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Romania marks national day 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Romanian 
Ambassador to Jordan Thursday 
praised Jordauian-Romaman re- 
lations which he said were based 
bn mutual respect and under- 
standing. 

a press conference on the 
eve of his country's national day, 
which falls on Saturday, Dec. 1, 
Ambassador Dimitries Stanescu 
said the event carried a double 
significance this year: “It is the 
first time Romania celebrates its 
national day on this important 
date, and it coincides with the 
signing of a protocol of coopera- 
tion vrith Jordan in the economic, 
scientific and cultural fields.” 
The date marks the union of 
Transylvania ( a province in the 
north of the country) with the rest 
of the country, an event which, 


according to the ambassador: 
“symbolises the end of a long 
historical process which started 
the ephemeral union of the three 
principalities (Moldavia, 
Valachia and Transylvania in 
1600 under the role of Michael 
the Brave), passed through a 
tumultuous history of occupa- 
tion and struggle for independ- 
ence, and culminated wflJi The 
union of 1918, expressing the 
Romanian people’s unanimity of 
win, the overwhelming wish for 
union.” 

“Our friendship is a Jong stand- 
ing, traditional one,” said the 
ambassador. “As good friends we 
are used to celebrate the occa- 
sions of our national days 
together. As you know, a few 
months ago (25 May) Romania 
marked Jordan's national day. 
This year, our celebration is spe- 
cial: it takes paice in a climate of 


freedom and democracy brought 
by the overhtiow of the Ceauses- 
cu dictatorship.” 

According to the ambassador, 
Transylvania's union with the rest 
of the country ensured the natu- 
ral national statal framework for 
the Romanian people’s assertion 
and democratic development, 
alongside with the national 
minorities in Romania and other 
modern nations in the world. 

“These aspirations have again 
become possible in the atmos- 
phere entrenched after the top- 
pling of the communist dicta- 
torship in December 1989 and the 
elections of 20 May 1990 which 
will allow the country to follow 
the democratic path of market 
economy, respect for the human 
rights, creating a new order and 
obtaining international recogni- 
tion as a dignified, free nation,” 
added the ambassador. 
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Municipality to better 

■ 

service the outskirts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Mayor Ali Suheimat 
Thursday said the municipality 
would focus more attention on 
densely populated areas of the 
Amman Governoraie and would 
make use of a budget saving, 
ranging between JD 4 and JD 5 
million in the municipality’s 
budget. 

At a meeting with media repre- 
sentatives, Suheimat pointed out 
that the percentage of Jordanian 
labour force working in various 
municipality departments was 100 
per cent, except for the sanitation 
section. 

Suheimat said that the munici- 
pality applied an open door poli- 
cy in dealing with citizens, “in a 


bid to achieve a further degree of 
interaction and to ensure better 
and balanced services to all 
citizens.” 

He added that there were 
several ways of running services 
in the outskirts of Greater Am- 
man, such as distributing areas to 
a number of municipalities, each 
supervised by an elected council 
grouping representatives of in- 
stitutions concerned with muni- 
cipal work. 

These council would perform 
duties similar to those of municipal 
councils, while the responsibility 
for planning, supervision, follow- 
up and implementation would be 
vested in a central council or the 

Municipal Council, according to 
Suheimat. 


hold 

"9 

AMMAN (Petra) — Die Jorda- 
nian Medical Association (JMA) 
has organised a two-day Jorda- 
nian surgeons’ conference under 
the theme “Surgery in Wars and 
Accidents,*” the conference was 
attended by ISO Jordanian spe- 
cialists from the private and the 
public sectors. 

Nearly 20 working papers deal- 
ing with a range of topics like 
injuries during wars and injuries 
due to road accidents were re- 
viewed by the conference which 
was held on Thursday and Friday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, JMA President Mamdouh 
AJ Abbadi said that the surgeons' 
conference coincided with the 
danger of war in the Middle East 
as a result of America's lust for 
bloodshed and for imposing its 
hegemony on the region.” 
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At last, a breakthrough 


U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush’s offer to receive the 
Iraqi foreign minister and to send his secretary of state 
to Baghdad is the breakthrough that the world has 
needed ail along to solve the Gulf crisis. Without such 
a courageous and historic decision taken by the U.S. 
president, there would have been but one way to go: 
devastating war and destruction and lasting instability 
and violence in this part of the world, especially in the 
aftermath of the adoption of Resolution 678 by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Right from the b eginning ., Baghdad insisted that It 
was ready for dialogue with the Americans and the 
Saudi Arabians in order to reach a political solution to 
the problem of Kuwait. Furthermore, President Sad- 
dam has stated very dearly that he is ready and willing 
to discuss all aspects of the Gulf situation, which also 
means withdrawal from Kuwait. But what the Iraqis 
would have never accepted is to leave in humiliation, 
without even the right to be heard by the countries of 
the alliance arrayed against them, let alone assurances 

other 


I 


■ 
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Fortunately, reason seems to have prevailed, and we 
now have a situation where the antagonists can sit 
together to try and hammer out a formula acceptable 
for everybody and satisfactory to alL And this is in 
essence what Jordan has always worked- for and 
persisted in its efforts to achieve. Much work needs to 
be done of course in order to ensure that President 
Bush's step towards peace does not turn into a futile 
political exercise. But there is no question that Iraq 
win reciprocate the offer with all the goodwill nee ded 
to make progress — and qmddy — towards not only 
solving the Gulf crisis but also faAHng the range of 
other problems in the region on top of which lies the 
P alestinian problem. 

The Bush adimms tra t aoa, for its part, needs to do its 
share to understand more deeply the frustrations and 
aspirati on s of Arabs and to do what is necessary to 
address them. We are a nation that yearns for peace, 
provided it is just, and friendship with other peoples 
and nations, as long as it is based on mutual respect 
and interests. Nobody amongst ns wants to continue to 
Hve in strife and struggle, and we certainly do not need 
to add to the list of oar enemies. 

By his offer* Mr. Bush has pushed the door wide 
open for himself to eater history as a great U-S. 
president. He will only be gr e a t if there is a political 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ON the anniversary of Internationa] solidarity with the Palestinian 
people His Majesty King Hussein chose to draw the world 
c o mm unity's attention to the major challenge it is facing now in 
Palestine doe to Israel's atrocities there and the need for the 
establishment of peace based on justice. AI Ra*i daily said. The 
paper echoed the King's uul ;*'• ‘he U.N. Security Council to deal 
with world issues on equal footing, and noted that the world 
organisation had failed in implementing its own resolutions 
concerning the Palestine question over the past 23 years. The 
paper noted also that the United Nations is displaying unusual 
enthusiasm towards implementing Security Council resolutions 
c o n c e rni ng the Golf issue, but ignoring the Palestine issue and the 
sufferings of the Palestinian people due to the continued Israeli 
occupation. Failure to implement international legitimacy on 
equal footing and with fairness and justice, the paper said, is 
bound to cost the U-N. organisation its own credibility and its 
own existence. If the world is to have a new order, it won't be able 
to exist in an atmosphere that lacks the rudiments of justice and 
peace: and the end of the cold war would mean nothing to 
mankind if it was only to serve the interests of the two super 
powers, the paper continued. Should the Middle East remain 
open to all forms of terrorism and American hegemony, said the 
paper, the region would sooner or later be transformed into 
explosive spot that would cause the obliteration of tnfllions of 
people- 

A columnist in Al Ra*i daily launches bitter criticism of Saudi 
Arabia for bribing the Soviet Union with $4 billion to ensure its 
vote at the Security Council in support of Washington's quest for 
an authorisation to use force against Iraq in the Gulf. Tarcq 
Mjsarweh says that votes at the Security Council were bought 
with money paid by selfish parties to the major powers which are 
pretending to be bankrupt awaiting someone to dole out to them 
sums of money to secure their support. China for its part has 
kept silent and there is no doubt that die Saadis had their eyes on 
Peking arid have contemplating malting a similar move there, says 
the wntrr. The major powers are gaining a lot of money by 
exploiting their votes at the Security Council on the one hand, and 
by leasing their armed forces to serve as mercenary forces on the 
other; but the non-aligned nations and the poor countries of the 
world are left to pay for the high prices of oil so that they will be 
poorer as the rich become richer, says the writer. The writer is 
critical of the so-called new world order which is being founded on 
deceit and underhand dealings while the dr ums of war continue to 
beat, opening the way for more sufferings for the poor nations 
which are being crushed under the heels of the new imperialist 
forces. The writer says that ail the honorable people of the world 
have no choice but to take up arms and fight in defence of their 
existence and their dignity. 


The arguments for and against 

in the Middle East and even in Iraq 
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The Gulf crisis has intensified the debate on 
political freedoms in the Arab World. Jordan 
Times Staff Reporter Laxnis K. Andoni talked to 
analysts and political activists in Amman and 
Baghdad who argue that the struggle for Arab 
independence and unity in the current crisis and 
should not be waged at the expense of 
democratisation in the Arab World, including in 
Iraq. 


IN ITS quest to mobilise public 
opinion against Iraq, the U.S. 
has often cited the state of 
political freedoms in the coun- 
try to justify tough political, 
economic and even military 
steps against Baghdad. The 
American tactic has prompted 
many Arab intellectuals to re- 
sent any criticism, at this stage, 
of the Iraqi political system. 

But there are indications 
that hiMtfe and outside Iraq 
there is an emerging trend to 
argue that liberalisation of the 
system — to an extent allowed 
by the state of wax and siege 
that the country is under — 
could be crucial to the result of 
the current confrontation with 
the West. 

Advocates of this line of 
thinking, however, stress that 
the struggle to counter the 
international blockade against 
Iraq and to avert a military 
action should be given priority. . 
A number of intellectuals in- 
terviewed in Iraq — and in 
Jordan — argue that the 
nationalist struggle should no 
longer justify repression. 

“In the history of the Arab 
and Third World, repression 
was often justified by one 
national cause or another. This 
argument bas proved to be 
wrong in many cases but we 
have not learned,” said an 
Iraqi novelist. 

He. as well as other Iraqi. 
Jordanian and Palestinian in- 
tellectuals. argues that in the 
case of the Arab World abs- 


ence of democracy has contri- 
buted to deepening subservi- 
ence of the Arab order to the 
West. An example often cited 
in Iraq and Jordan is the ex- 
perience of the late Egyptian 
president, Jamal Abdul Nasr- 


Like Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, Nasser challenged 
Western interests in the Arab 
World emerging as a national- 
ist hero. Both Abdul Nasser 
and now Saddam incurred 
Western wrath that amounted 
to calls, if not attempts, for 
their physical elimination. 

But now some historians and 
writers believe that Nasser’s 
Achilles' heel , despite bis 
tremendous popular appeal, 
was his failure to recognise the 
role of political freedoms and 
pluralism in consolidating the 
revolutionary nationalist base 
in Egypt. 

“We used to demonstrate in 
favour of Abdul Nasser in this 
street,” said an Iraqi artist in 
his mid-fifties on Al Rashid 
street, in downtown Baghdad. 
“We supported his nationalist 
struggle but we were oblivious 
to r e p r es si on in Egypt." 

According to this argument, 
repeated by some political 
activists in Jordan, repression 
in Egypt eventually backlashed 
against Nasser's nationalist slo- 
gans and ideals giving the way 
for the emergence and domi- 
nance of President Anwar 
Sadat's pro U.S. policies. 

The collapse of Communism 


in Eastern Europe and the 
surfacing of rightist and even 
racist trends and movements 
axe also cited as yet another 
example of setbacks suffered 
by egalitarian principles as a 
reaction to long years of rep- 
ression. 

Many staunch supporters of 

Iraq, however, reject these 
arguments by countering that 
such a debate would only serve 
the American campaign. 

“No voice should be louder 

than that of the nationalist 
battle,” is the current slogan 
raised in Jordan and elsewhere 
in defence of the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

When asked, Iraqi officials 
do not dispute the need for 
liberalisation but imply that 
the process is not possible at 
this stage. Speaker of the Iraqi 
National Assembly, Saed 
Mahdi Saleh, told the Jordan 
Times in an interview that the 
Gulf crisis has interrupted a 
liberalisation process in Iraq. 

He was referring to a new 
co institution which involves 
presidential elections and 
allows for political pluralism in 
Iraq. 

Some Iraqis interviewed 
were veiy skeptical that the 
government was ready to allow 
a genuine liberalisation of the 
system. Others, including 
some critics of President Sad- 
dam, believe that the c ur r en t 
crisis has unleashed popular 
demands for political freedoms 
across the Arab World and 
Iraq is no exception. 

“The fast devel opm ents and 
the massive military build-up 
in the Gulf have intensified 
popular resentment of Arab 
regimes which do not allow for 
wider political participation; 
people want to take part in 
determining the destiny of the 
region.” said the Iraqi novelist, 
who asked to remain anony- 
mous. 

Even in the highest echelons 
of the Ba’attrist Party structure. 


officials and thinkers arc now 
underscoring the essential role 
of democracy in die nationalist 
struggle. 

“The dangers threatening 
the Arab World, a$ crucial as 
they are, should sot justify the 
sacrifice of democracy,” said 
Dr. Elias Farah. a Syrian-bom 
member of the Ba’athist Party 
National Command. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times in Baghdad, die 


freedoms in the country,” said 
Amaireh, who stressed that the 
struggle for democracy in Jor- 
dan or any Arab state is in- 
separable from the struggle for 
democracy in the Arab World 

in general. 

Jordanian novelist Mo’nes 
Razaz went further by publio- 
ly calling last week, in an arti- 
cle that appeared in al Dustoor 
Arabic daily, on Saddam to 
free political prisoners and re- 


‘ “The fast developments and the massive 

militar y hnild-np m the Gulf have intensified 
popular resentment of Arab regimes which do not 
allow for a wider political participation; people 
want to take part in determining the destiny of the 
region,” said " the Iraqi novelist, who asked to 
remain anonymous* Even in the highest echelons 
of the Baathist Party structure, officials and 
thinkers are now underscoring the essential role of 
democracy in the nationalist struggle.’ 


Swiss educated philosopher 
said, however, that the process 
towards democracy in the 
Third World is often inter- 
rupted by Western interven- 
tion or other challenges. 

Bnt as the Iraqi people are 
expected to endure a con- 
tinuing international blockade, 
if not war, there are activists 
and intellectuals in Amman 
and in Baghdad who argue that 
an easing up on restrictions of 
political expression wifi con- 
solidate the domestic front. 

Mohammed Al Amaireh, a 
Jordanian columnist and a co- 
founder of the newly estab- 
lished Arab Progressive 
Democratic Party (ATOP), ex- 
pressed concerns among Arab 
nationalists in Jordan that the 
absence of democratic free- 
doms in Iraq could undermine 
its position in the current con- 
frontation. 

. “We do not want the new 
Arab renaissance project led 
by Iraq to suffer a setback as a 
result of the lack of political 


habilitate his political oppo- 
nents who were ex ec uted or 
stripped of their positions in 
the Iraqi government and 
Ba’athist party. 

Razaz, who s upp o r ts Iraq in 
hs cu rren t confrontation with 
the West, was criticised by 
other writers who felt that by 
raising the question of political 
freedoms in Iraq be could be 
playing into the hands of the 
West. 

In Amman, concern that 
Iraq could be attacked and 
even destroyed overshadows 
criticism of the repressive na- 
ture of the Iraqi system, “What 
is the fisc of demanding politic- 
al freedoms in Iraq when the 
wole country is threatened 
with being wiped ont?” asked a 
Jordanian activist who has al- 
ways been critical of the Iraqi 
regime’s internal policies.. 

In Baghdad, however, one is 
struck by the bitterness dis- 
played by some Iraqis who 
expressed resentment of what 
they viewed as Arab intelle- 


caals* and activists 7 insensitiv- 
ity to the state of -political 

freedoms in Iraq, 

“You axe perpetuating the 
personality cult hexe,”Tbe Ira- 
qi novelist said. “Why drat 
you emphasise your support 
for the Iraqi people (in pro- 
Iraq demonstrations) instead 
of exclusively focusing on the 
leader? Why don’t.you press 
for the earing of political res- 
trictions in Iraq?” He asked 
when watching scences of a 
pro-Iraq demonstration on Ira- 
qi televirion. 

This reaction was echoed re- 
peatedly by other Iraqis who 
claimed that many others frit 
the same way. Wide-ranging, 
interviews with Iraqis in Bagh- 
dad conducted by die Jordan 
Times did not support this 
daim, although many express- 
ed curiosity about i£,.and expli- 
cit admiration for the democra- 
tisation process in Jordan. 

Several Jordanian political 
activists and intellectuals were 
rather surprised by the way 
some Iraqis have understood 
the mass rallies which have 
been organised in support of 
Iraq. 

“We support the Iraqi peo- 
ple. But Saddam has become a 
symbol of the current, struggle. 
Do not forget that the West is 
focusing on Saddam as a per- 
son and a symbol,” said one 
Jordanian political activist 

In Baghdad as -in- - Amman 
Western claims thaf the cam- 
paign against Iraq sfy os at de- 
fending democracy and free- 
dom is received witir scorn. 

“The West did not hesitate 
in supporting Saddam on many 
occasions in the past,” said an 
artist who is very critical of the 
Iraqi president. “The U.S. 
concern for human rights and 
d e mocracy in the Arab World 
is a big lie, however. The 
Americans axe trying to dictate 
to us who should and should 
not rule this country or tie 
other in accordance with tbeii 
interests. Is this democracy?” 


4 America has become your god’ 


By Mamotm Fandy 

CARBONDALE. Illinois — 
“It is not the world against 
Iraq. It is the West against 
Islam." 

The speaker is not a leftist or 
a nationalist. He is Dr. Safer 
Al Hawaii, dean of Islamic 
Studies at Umm Al Qura Uni- 
versity in Mecca. Cassette 
tapes of his speeches denounc- 
ing the American deployment 
in Saudi Arabia are circulating 
t hr o u ghout that kingdom — 
just as tapes of the Ayatollah 
RnhoDah Khomeini's speeches 
once permeated the Shah’s 
Iran. 

As the recent crushing of a 
protest by women drivers in 
Saudi Arabia indicates, the 
Saudi regime is paying strict 
attention to the demands of 
fundamentalists. The Hawaii 
tapes are rattling the boose of 
Sand and undermining support 
for the escalating U.S. military 
deployment. 

Dr. Hawaii is one of Islam's 
most respected theologians 
and the primary spokesman for 
the Wahabi sect. Much of the 
power and legitimacy of the 
Saud family comes from its 
alliance with the Wahabis. The 



at least 
out in 
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before the sacred mosque at Mecca, goal of all 
in their fives. Muslims aS over the world 
* at the deployment of foreign forces hi Sazxdi 
hottest Irf—nlr sites are located. 


themselves adhere to 
this sect, and their conquest of 
the Arabian Peninsula early in 
this century was justified on 
the grounds that they were 
bringing tins puritanical form 
of Islam to those who had 
become religiously ta-r. 

If the people of Saudi Ara- 
bia were surprised by the 
American deployment. Dr. 
Hawaii says, it is because they 
have not been reading what 
has been written in the United 
States. America, he asserts, 
bas long been planning to 
occupy Saudi Arabia. The in- 
vasion of Kuwait was a pretext. 

Dr. Hawaii reads from 
Richard Nixon's memoirs, hi 
which the former president dis- 
cusses the possibility of a 
permanent American presence 
in the Middle East. He also 
notes that the Carter doctrine 
of 1977 sought a permanent 
presence m the region as well, 
and that the division President 
Jimmy Carter suggested be 
sent to “protect American in- 
terests" — the 82nd Airborne 
— is the very division Presi- 
dent Bush sent first to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Dr. Hawaii then cities an 
article in the spring 1981 issue 
of Foreign Affairs that post- 
ulates that local Gulf regimes 
would risk revolution if the 
United States came into the 
region without some face- 


saving pretext. One such pre- 
text might be a threatened 
invasion by Iraq. 

The history of the Western 
pewtrs in the Middle East, 
esp ec ially Britain and France, 
is not a p ret ty one, and Dr. 
Hawaii reinforces the idea of a 
Western threat by quoting the 
Propbet Mohammad. The 
Prophet warned that “Rome 
I what the West called the 
Byzantine Empire) will attack 
yc?u in many forms.” The Cru- 
saders. the British and French 
colonialists, and now the 
Americans are all forms of 
“Rome.** Dr. Hawaii warns. 

Long aware of America's 
intention to use “defence of 
the region” as a pretext to 
occupy h. the Gulf states have 
repeatedly refused to allow the 
U.S. to establish military bases 

in their countries, says Dr. 
Hawaii. Ten years ago. when 
the U.S. suggested that an 
Americas base in Kuwait 
would protect Kuwait from 
Iran and Iraq, Sbcikh Sabah Al 
Abmad. Kuwait's foreign 
minister. i$ reported to have 
replied: 'To me the whole 
thing sounds like a film scenar- 
io with two directors, the 
Americans and the Soviets. 
We don't need either of you.” 

Consequently. Dr. Hawaii 
implies, the U.S. and the 
Soviets spent the next 10 years 
arming Ii^q so that it would 
indeed be a threat and Kuwait 
truly would need Western 
help. 

Dr. Hawaii stops short of 
calling for the overthrow of the 
Saud family and advocates no 
violent actions. Instead, he 
says that the Saudis and their 


clergy have gravely misunder- 
stood their religion and must 
atone before God. It is con- 
trary to the laws of Islam. Dr. 
Hawaii says, to join with non- 
Muslims in a battle against 
Muslims. His command of Isla- 
mic history and theology is so 
comprehensive that any Mus- 
lim would be obliged to w eigh 
his arguments. 

Finally, be accuses all who 
have accepted the deployment 
of an impiety verging on idolat- 
ry. “When the Mujahedeen 
drove the Russians from 
Afghanistan, you did not say. 
‘God helped them.' You said, 
‘America helped them.* Now, 
when we are threatened by 
war. you do nor say, 'God will 
protect os.' Yon say, ‘America 
will protect us.' America has 
become your god." 

These arc strong words from 
a man whom most Saudis re- 
gard as their religious spokes- 
man. These tapes dearly show 

that Islamic fundame ntalism is 
not on the wane despite the 
death of Ayatollah Khomeini; 
it is again allying itself with 
nationalism in a countrv the 
that U.S. considers “friendly" 
and “moderate.*' 

Fundamentalists are the cor- 
nerstone of the Saudi regime. 
However, their perception of 
the occupation and the enemy 
are different from that G f the 
royal family. They are more 
inclined to believe Dr. Hawaii 
when he says: “If Iraq has 
occupied Kuwait, then Amer- 
ica has occupied Saudi Arabia. 
The real enemy is not Iraq. It is 
the West.” 

The above article is reprinted 

from the Sew York Times. 
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has left some scars’ 


By Donna Fenn Hemtzen 

The Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — The 
familiar rugged faces and slight 
builds of the Yemenis, once con- 
spicuous in markets across Saudi 
Arabia, are slowly disappearing 
as a result of the Gulf crisis. 

Egyptians are showing up in 
large numbers to replace them, 
along with Indians and Pakistanis 
in a gradual transformation of the 
lower echelons of the kingdom’s 
labour force. 

The unique position of the 
almost 2 million Yemeni workers 
here disintegrated after their gov- 
ernment supported Iraq following 
its Ang. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia retaliated by en- 
ding the work and trade pri- 
vileges which Yemenis alone en- 
joyed among the sc ores of other 
workers in Saudi Arabia, primaxi-* 
ly because of the common Sandi- 
Yemeni borders. About half of 
all Yemeni workers were forced 
to return home after the pri- 
vileges were revoked. 

Saudi Arabia has a population 
of about 15 million. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak helped lead the Arab 
coalition against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein from the start of 
the invasion, and Egyptian work- 
ers axe reaping the benefits. 

Informed sources here ex- 
pected the Egyptian labour force, 
already estimated at 750,000 to 
grow by thousands as the Yeme- 
nis depart. 

“I wouldn't be surprised if 
more than 10,000 had already 
been brought in,” said one di- 
plomatic source. He also noted 
that several large companies p>iw 
to hire Egyptians and have ap- 
plied to the interior ministrv for 
work visas. 

“We’ve even heard that Egyp- 
tian workers whose contracts 
were renewed in September re- 
ceived generous raises in salary,” 
said on source. “It was the private 
sector showing their appreciation 
for Egypt's stand." 

The sources spoke on condition 
of anonymity.. 

The Yemenis’ departure has 
left some scars. A trip down 
Riyadh’s Wazira Street reveals 
scores of empty storefronts, the 
interiors nothing bnt rubble and a 
few remnants of goods « 
haste. 

Some Saudis complain 
Yemeni, bakers, known for their 
delicious Arabic bread, wifi be 
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AM Bush’s hones and all Bush's men 

WiU never put the Mideast together ag 




sorely missed and impossible to 


m 


that 


Following the Invasion, Saudi 
Arabia decreed that Yemen 
nationals, previously allowed to 
work in Saudi Arabia without 
formal sponsorship, would have 
to find work sponsors. Few were 
able to, forcing the exodus of 
Yemeni workers. 

Although the move a p i»m Ye- 
men was an angry response' to 
Yemen President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's alignment with Saddam, 
diplomatic & races here said the 
decision would have «n 

regardless of the political situa- 
tion. 

“To have 10 per cent to your 
total population r unning gr ra mri 

without documentation just 
seems sDy," said one diplomat.. 
“It was sfify before the invasion, 
but it was really brought home to 
them after Aug. 2.” 

The effect of the new rules on 
Saudi Arabia’s economy hm ha*** 
fat | flg Sn nt^j govern— 
ment advisor noted that “there’s 
* lot of underemployment here 
anyway and the Yemenis contri- 
buted to that. I don’t think there 
wifi be major reperc u s s ions from 
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their loss. In fact. I 
will be some benefit” 

Businesses pr ev io us ly in com- 
petition with a pletbora of Yeme- 
ni merchants would now prosper, 
be said. 

A diplomat, however, pointed 
out that Saudi Arabia may feel 
the toss of Yemeni spending pow- 
er. While the average Yemeni 
salary is only 700 riyals (S186) a 
month, Yemenis do not remit the 
greater part of their salaries back 
home. 

“Most of the ex patri a tes can’t 
bring their families with them, 
but foe Yemenis can,” said foe 
diplomat. “So they don't send as 
much money home. It’s an impor- 
tant demographic d ifference 1 
most of foe money they earn goes 
bade into foe Saudi economy-” 

Sources estimated that approx- 
imatefy 1 mini>m Yemenis .wifi 
remain in Saudi Arabia under 
official sponsorship. Few (Sped 
that number to increase when the 
Gulf crisis is over. 

“I would* t like my government 
to give equal o pp o rtuni ty to those 
.who did notstandwith ns," srid 
die chief operating officer of * 
major company here.. 
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Economic reform 

and ‘resistance* 
in Yugoslavia 

By Dragovan Lazarevic companies as well as their own- 

c . «S» whether Yugoslav dozens or 

THfc reiorm programme of pres foreign nationals, have equal 
rater Ante Markovic and his gov- rights. 

eminent is successfully being It could be said the premier's 
effected. Hyperinflation has been market concept has obtained 
curbed, ^ pluralism in property political consensus, despite, the 
ownership is gradually becoming fact that it has not been equally 
a reality, the national currency received in all parts of the coiin- 
has become convertible for the try and by all parties. There are 
first time since World War II, the those who are only formally in 
foreign currency reserves have favour of a market economy 
increased three-fold, and the eco- while striving to preserve their 
nomic relations with foreign monopolistic positions, 
countries are almost totally liber- On the other hand, there are 

opposition parties which have 
Most people agree that con- accepted the premier's economic 
siderable results have been programme as their own. The 
achieved but^ those criticising the government considers that the 
government s programme put programme of reforms will en- 
forward. figures on the drop in sure a peaceful solution to the 
production, the overvaluation of current political crisis, and is 
the national currency, the in- forming a new political coalition 
crease in unemployment etc. on the baas of this programme: 
However, it seems that the gov- the Alliance of Reformat Forces 
emment had foreseen that the of Yugoslavia which will take part 
reform measures would have in the forthcoming multi-pam 
these consequences. elections. 

The most “shocking” part of However, there is a lot of 
the economic reform was the fact resistance to the changes. It is 
that the national currency (dinar) mostly a matter of attempts to 
was bound to the West German halt the transformation of public 
mark in a ratio of 7 to 1. ownership Into private or joint 
Although the government bad ownership. It was on ihe basis of 
planned that the rate of exchange public ownership that the sole 
be unchangeable _ for_ only six political parry in the country (the 
months, this ratio is still in force communist party) ensured its 
and the government has promised leading position in past decades, 
that it will remain so. The coon- That is why the resistance to the 
try’s foreign currency reserves reforms is coming mostly from 
guarantee the stability of the those political forces which are 
national currency because they against the already tangible 
have exceeded S10 billion in cir- changes on the political and eco- 
cumstances when imports have nomic scene in the country. It is 
been virtually liberalised (95 per also an attempt to save a state 
cent of consumer goods) and in a with a one-party system and 
situation when prices in 92 per monopoly of power, which the 
cent of cases are freely fixed. reform is trying to abolish. 

In only one year, Yugoslavia There are also some inierna- 
has become the first among East tional circumstances which have 
European countries to establish not exactly made things easier, 
the convertibility of its currency On the domestic economic 
(although it is only an internal scene, there has been in the past 
convertibility)' and to submit its few months an increase in person- 
monetary policy to the foreign al and collective spending beyond 
discipline known by all countries the limits laid down in the reform 
of the European monetary mar- programmes. That is why by the 
ket. The Yugoslav people can end of year the government will 
today freely buy, exchange and have to take measures to control 
take out of the country marks, the excessive spending. Prices in- 
doll ars, pounds and other world creased in October by 8 per cent 
currencies. which is considerably higher than 



ations 
socialism 

— i.e. public property is gradual- tion. The government estimates 
ly being privatised despite that it is also necessary to de- 
opposition and difficulties. In crease public spending by at least 
only eight months, 45,000 private 20 per cent. Meanwhile, in the 
and joint companies have been past months the government has 
founded, creating some 300,000 been exposed to sharp criticism 
new jobs. For a country in which by some economic structures in 
the unemployment rate is still the country, 
high (15 per cent), this change in Despite the critics, Markovic 
the structure of economic own- has announced that the govern- 
orship has special importance, ment will persist in its reforms. 
State, private, joint and stock This month, a series of reform 

laws will be pat forward in the 
fields of foreign currency, cus- 
toms, foreign trade and sales tax. 
The government considers that 
this is all aimed at stabilising 
political conditions in the coun- 
try, stepping up economic effi- 
ciency and encouraging foreign 
investors who last year invested 
some two billion marks in Yugos- 
lavia. The financial support given 
by international institutions 
(IMF, World Bank, etc) is very 
important and these institutions 
welcome the programme of 
Yugoslav reforms. That support, 
in the form of investment in 
important projects and infrastruc- 
ture, amounts to several billion 
dollars — Tanjung Features. 
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Israeli censor’s 
thick blue line 


By Ian Black 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 
Avi Gut Ari is an amiable 
enough man for a military cen- 
sor and sometimes he even 
cracks a wry joke about his 
job, bat he wields his blue 
pencil without mercy — and 
without humour — in the name 
of Israel's national security. 

From two cramped rooms in 
the Government Press Office 
in central Jerusalem, the bald- 
ing, bespectacled colonel and 
his colleagues aft daily through 
press, radio and television re- 
ports, making cuts, ordering 
changes, and sometimes killing 
entire stories. Their authority, 
grounded in law, applies to 
Israeli, Palestinian and foreign 
journalists, though not in equal 
measure. The system works, 
but unevenly and unfairly. 
Calls for changes are often 
heard, though rarely heeded. 

Israel’s censorship is run by 
the army and answers to the 
defence minister, but it 
embraces a wide range of sub- 
jects — 69 are listed — which 
go far beyond strictly military 
matters; careless talk by sol- 
diers is not the main issue. Its 
latest controversial application 
— to information about the 
□umbers of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants coming to Israel, the 
routes they take, and where 
they settle — illustrates just 
how easily a grey area can be 
created. Israel has good reason 
to fear Arab terrorist attacks 
on these immigrants as they 
traverse third countries. But it 
is also concerned about the 
political repercussions of the 
immigration, especially inter- 
national pressure against their 
settlement in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

So is censorship justified? 
Before an answer can be 
given it is worthnoting that the 
system cannot make up its col- 
lective mind; statistics about 
the immigrants are released 
regularly by different govern- 
ment agencies; the routes they 
take and where they live are 
not secret; and in this area 
censorship has been applied 
only rarely. ■ « 

It is in the nature of the 
beast that its effectiveness is 
hard to judge. Common sense 
helps; the names of the heads 
of Israel’s security and intelli- 
gence services may not be pub- 
lished, although they are wide- 
ly known to many journalists, 
and it is fair to assume they are 
known to the country's ene- 
mies too; and the sensational 
book by Victor Ostrovksy, a 
disgruntled former Mossad 
officer living in Canada, en- 
sured that many spooky secrets 
came out. 

Israel's media have cooper- 
ated with censorship since the 
system was set up in 1949, 
based on tough emergency reg- 
ulations promulgated by the 
British authorities during the 
Palestine Mandate. Reports 
about sensitive matters are 
given on a routine basis to Col. 
Avi and his counterparts in Tel 
Aviv and Haifa. Sometimes 
notices are issued demanding 
that material on specific sub- 
jects be submitted for prior 
approval. Information about 


Israeli military responses to the 
Golf crisis has been very close- 
ly controlled. It was formally 
announced on Oct. 1, for ex- 
ample, that gas masks were io 
be distributed to the public to 
meet the threat of an Iraqi 
attack, although that fact had 
been known for days before- 
hand. 

Journalists who write about 
defence, the occupied territor- 
ies, the Arab World, and fore- 
ign policy suffer most. Before 

the invasion of Kuwait, one 
Israeli reporter found that a 
convincing but completely im- 
aginary scenario he had written 
about how the next Middle 
East war could begin bad been 
spiked; a lot of h was about 
Iraq. On another occasion, re- 
moval of his byline from a 
story was ordered because the 
Tel Aviv censor believed his 
(deserved) reputation lent cre- 
dence to an argument which 
the authorities did not wish to 
be to aired authoritatively. 

It can be deeply frustrating 
business and the pressure of 
deadlines means that an 
appeal, even if successful, can 
come too late. Sometimes 
months of hard work go down 
the drain or is decimated. One 
talented investigative writer 
produced a riveting account of 


have been dosed and fined. 
This happened to the 
Hadashot daily when it pub- 
lished a photograph of two 
Arabs who had been beaten to 
death by Shin Bet security 
agents after hijacking a bus. 

Most foreign journalists 
tread a fine line between the 
permissible and the forbidden, 
although few initiate contact 
with the censor. Some power- 
ful American papers, especial- 
ly the New York Times which 
enjoys almost royal status, get 
away with murder. News agen- 
cies are far more closely con- 
trolled because their stories 
appear in something 
approaching “real time” and 
could, theoretically, help an 
enemy. So when in May 
Palestinian raiders landed on 
the Israeli coast at 20 a.m. 
blanket censorship was en- 
forced until 4 p.m. when it was 
all over. Direct computer input 
has made supervision harder, 
few people dictate their stories 
by telephone these days be- 
cause the censor can physically 
cut off a call. 

Sometimes the authorities 
can surprise by their post fac- 
tor vehemence. Col. Avi com- 
plained bitterly when I wrote a 
piece from South Lebanon 


Israeli officials insist that cen- 
sorship of the Arab Press is 
minimal (untrue), but admit 
that it is discriminatory (true). 


the case of Prof. Marcus Kiing- 
berg, a senior government 
biologist who disappeared af- 
ter supposedly undergoing a 
nervous breakdown. All 4.000 
'.vords were killed. 

Sensitive stories can be ran if 
they have already appeared in 
the foreign media. This 
absurdity means that an Israeli 
reporter with the scoop of a 
lifetime that cannot be pub- 
lished in Israel, may quietly 
leak it to the Guardian and 
then quote it the day after- 
wards, attributing the story to 
someone else. Bin the Guar- 
dian may not get away with it 
either the international press 
is far from immune to the blue 
pencil, and sanctions when it is 
ignored. In recent years fore- 
ign correspondents have had 
their accreditation briefly sus- 
pended because of reports ab- 
out the abduction of Mor- 
dechai Vanunu, the man who 
gave Israel's nuclear secrets to 
the Sunday Times, the killing 
of the PLO military leader, 
Abu Jihad, and the existence 
of West Bank “death squads." 

The penalties, however, are 
less severe than for the Israeli 
media. Only one foreign cor- 
respondent has had his accre- 
ditation permanently with- 
drawn, but Israeli newspapers 


which mentioned the use of a 
new-fangled optical device em- 
ployed by Israeli ranks in the 
“security zone." The piece was 
date lined Tyre, and the in- 
formation in it came from 
sources in Lebanon, not Israel. 
Yet when I crossed back over 
the border, I faced a severe 
reprimand and, despite repe- 
ated requests, was never given 
an explanation of whether the 
blue pencil could legitimately 
be applied in such cases 

While censorship for some 
Israelis is a serious headache 
and for foreigners a tolerable 
bother, for Palestinians it rep- 
resents an insurmountable bar- 
rier to producing decent news 
papers, even though — un- 
fashionable truth — theirs are 
still freer than most in the 
Arab World. 

Facts and opinions alike are 
routinely censored. Arabic 
papers and magazines pub- 
lished in East Jerusalem often 
leave white space where their 
censored editorials should 
have appeared. Many news 
items, especially relating to the 
intifada, can be printed only 
after they have first appeared 
in the much freer Israeli 
media. Operational details — 
soldiers disguised as women or 
tourists. Shin Bet activities — 
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not been followed by greater ■ 
openness. An all-parr. Knesset l 
subcommittee recommended 
this summer that the number 
of subjects covered r\. cen- 
sorship be drastically reduced, 
but it aiso called for tougher 
penalties for infringements 
over military and intelligence 
matters. Israel's security is still 
very much a sacred cow, and 
few are prepared to slaughter 
it, especially when the likes of 
Saddam Hussein are on the 
loose. Some, like Yossi Sand, 
the outspoken left-wing chair- 
man of the Knesset subcom- 
mittee. want the censorship 
system to undergo corrective 
surgery; but not to identify the 
animal 3nd not to wield the 
knife is no easy task. 

This article is reprinted from 
The Guardian. 
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PACKING, AIR FREJGM1 
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CHINESEi 
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colorful atmosphere 
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Milan beats Sampdoria I German federation to probe 


HOROSCOPE 










. wins supercup 


doping by eastern athletes 


BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — With 
a little help from its Dutch stars. 
A.C. Milan defeated Italian 
League leader Sampdoria of 
Genoa 2-0 in their second-leg 
final to capture its second con- 
secutive European Supercup. 

Dutch star-forward Ruud Gul- 
lit silenced critics by scoring a 
beautiful goal in the 44th minute. 
His countryman Frank Rijkaard 
added a goal in the second half to 
give the Milan team its fourth 
European trophy in three years. 

Milan has won two consecutive 
champions cups and seeks its 
third straight victory in the most 
prestigious European club 
tournament this season. It has 

already qualified for the quarter- 

finals. 

La Samp, which leads Milan by 
two points in the league stand- 
ings, was hampered by Milan's 
midfield pressing and did not 
produce any dear scoring chance. 
La Samp strikers Gianluca Vialli 
and Roberto Mandni were 
stopped by Milan's defence. 

Milan won the Supercup — 
pitting last season's champions 
cup winners against the holders of 
the Cupwinners Cup — on a 3-1 
aggregate, following a 1-1 draw in 
the first-leg final in Genoa last 
month. 

The second-leg final was play- 
ed in this central Italian city, 
about 200 kilometres away from 
Milan's home field, as a result of 
the poor condition of the San Siro 
pitch. 

Gullit, who returned to action 
this season following a one-year 
absence due to severe knee in- 
jury, had been criticised recently 
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for his mixed performances and 
uncertain form. 

Some sports dailies had sug- 
gested that Milan might drop him 
at the end of the current season. 

"Ruud must only recover the 
best form. Tonight's goal proves 
he is approaching a good condi- 
tion,’* commented Mara Van 
Basten, Milan Dutch cemerfor- 


ward. 

Thursday night's goal was only 
Gullit’s second this season. 

Milan had won last season's 
edition of the Supercup beating 
Spain’s Barcelona. 

It also goes after its second 
intercontinental cup when it plays 
Olimpia of Asuncion, Paraguay, 
in the Dec. 9 final in Tokyo. 


FRANKFURT (AP) —The Ger- 
man Sports Federation has said it 
plans to probe allegations that 
top athletes from former East 
Germany regularly took 
pe i formance-e nhanrin g drugs. 

Several athletes, including six- 
time Olympic swimming cham- 
pion Kristin Otto, denied the 
allegations, published by the 
magazine Stern. 

Among the other stars named 
by Stern were Olympic shot put 
champion Ulf Timmermann, 
Olympic discus champion Jueigen 
Schnft. Olympic decathlon cham- 
pion Christian Schenck, world 
decathlpQ champiion Torsten 
Voss and long jumper Heike 
Drcchsler. 

Otto and Ttnunermann Thurs- 
day joined Voss and Drcchsler in 
rejecting the allegations. 

"I did only what was allowed,'* 
Otto, now retired, told the Leip- 
zig radio station Sachsenradio. 

Otto said she had made use of 
various "training support mea- 
sures” but did not specify which 
ones. The swimming star said she 
did not believe that she had been 
given drugs without her know- 
ledge. 

Soviets 
take 2nd 


Timme rmann told a German 
news agency that "we’ve heard all 
fills before.” 

“I can only speak for myself 
and I say that (the Stem report) 
does not correspond to the 
truth,” the shot-putter said, 

Rolf Andersen, manager of the 
German Sports Federation, said 
the national umbrella organisa- 
tion, said the national umbrella 
organisation for all sports federa- 
tions will set up a special commis- 
sion in the next few days to 
investigate the allegations. 

He said the commission will 
include independent doctors, 
lawyeis and sports officials. 

Willi Daume, president of Ger- 
many's National Olympic Com- 
mittee. demanded an internation- 
al probe and said he had already 
been in contact with the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
Medical Commission. 

“The situation is serious, 
urgency is needed,” Daume said 
in a statement. 

Manfred Donjke. a doping ex- 
pert who is a member of the IOC 
medical commission, called for 
broader doping controls in train- 
ing. 


“The German sport is in the 
danger of being identified inter- 
nationally with the doping practi- 
tioners of the East German 
sports.” Domke said. 

Do trike said he was not sur- 
prised by the allegations, which 
he said bad been widely known 
by insiders for years. 

Stern’s report said it had 
obtained confidential East Ger- 
man documents detailing sys- 
tematic and comprehensive use of 


athletic stars. 

It said the country’s stars had 
been given an anabolic steriod 
called Oral Turinabol under strict 
medical supervision. 

There had been steady 
rumours of drug use by athletes 
from East Germany, one of the 
top sports nations in the world 
before its merger with West Ger- 
many this year. But no East. 
German ever tested positive at a 
major event. 

Several former East German 
athletes and defectors have made 
similar drug allegations since file 
fall of the Communist govern- 
ment last year. 


United German swimming 
team to test Americans 


German stars shine for Italian clubs 


gold in 

figure 

skating 


LONDON (R) — Rudi Voeller 
hit a hat-trick and Lothar Mattb- 
aeus also scored as Germany’s 
World Cup stars shone in UEFA 
Cap third-round first-leg ties 
Wednesday. 

Unfortunately for Germany, it 
was ail to Italy '5 advantage. 

VoelleT, captain in the absence 
of injured Italian international 
Giuseppe Giannini, scored in the 
10th. 45th and 50th minutes as 
Roma thrashed Bordeaux of 
France 5-0. 

Mattbacus netted in the 52nd 
minute as Intemazionale Milan 
saw off Partizan Belgrade of 
Yugoslavia 3-0. 

But while the German interna- 


tionals were eagerly piling in the 
goals for their wealthy Italian 
clubs, their former Bundesliga 
compatriots struggled vainly to 
find the net. 

Baver Leverkusen, the 1988 
+ 

UEFA champions, and Borussia 
Dortmund trailed after their first- 
leg ties while 1986 finalists Col- 
ogne could only draw 1-1 at home 
to Atalanta of Italy. 

Bronbby of Denmark, confirm- 
ing their status as the surprise 
team of the tournament, beat 
Leverkusen 3-0 in Copenhagen to 
notch their second success over 
former UEFA champions. 

They beat 1930 winners Ein- 
tracht Frankfurt 6-4 on aggregate 


in the first round, winning the 
home leg 5-0. 

Dortmund lost 1-0 to Ander- 
lecbt in Belgium after a late goal 
from substitute striker Marc Van 
Der Linden. 

Of the four Italian teams in 
action, only Bologna failed to 
impress. They succumbed 3-0 to 
Admira Wacker in Vienna. 

Two thousand Italian soccer 
fans clashed with Austrian police 
during the Admira-Bologna tie 
after trying to rip down a fence 
dividing them from local suppor- 
ters. Police managed to bring the 
Italians under control after the 
game. 


Man. United sets sights on Everton 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United, newly re-established as a 
potent, goal-scoring force in En- 
glish soccer, take on Everton 
Saturday with manager Alex Fer- 
guson admitting be has no idea 
wfaat his side will do next. 

Ferguson saw his men demolish 
Arsenal 6-2 in an astonishing 
League Cup result m midweek, 
only three days after slipping to a 
3-2 home defeat by Chelsea, 
United's league results have 
generally failed to reflect their 
cup form, making Ferguson’s 
confusion understandable. 

"We seem best suited to bard 
games where the chips are 
down.” he said. 

"The challenge ahead for the 


players is to match Liverpool and 
Arsenal and our cup results 
against them give everyone a lift 
towards that end.” 

Ferguson also faces a selection 
dile mma after dropping England 
star Neil Webb and watching 
his replacement, 19-year-old Lee 
Sharpe, hit a hat-trick against 
Arsenal. 

Everton. who remain in relega- 
tion danger after two draws and a 
defeat under new manager Ho- 
ward Kendall, expea both Stuart 
McCall and Mike Newell to re- 
cover from foot injuries. 

Arsenal have an extra 24 hours 
to recover before their clash with 
Liverpool at Highbury Sunday. 

Ever-controversial Nottingham 


Forest Manager Brian Clough has 
said he deserves the sack after 
watching his side concede seven 
goals in two games. 

“I think the chairman has justi- 
fication for thinking of sacking 
me after a defensive performance 
like that.” he admitted after a 
bizarre 5-4 defeat at Coventry. 

“People have been comment- 
ing all season about our lack of 
goal but our trouble is we have 
been able to keep dean sheet to 
save our lives.” 

Coventry's new manager Terry 
Butcher has named ex-England 
colleague Mick Mills as his assis- 
tant. 


: BUDAPEST (AP) — Aliki Ster- 
: giadu and Yuri Razgulyayev of 
i the Soviet Union took the ice 
. dancing title Thursday at the 
i World Junior Figure Skating 
! Championships in Budapest. 

Marina Morel and Gwendal 
1 Peizerat of France, who had won 
! the second compulsory dance. 
! received the silver medal. Bronze 
j went to the Soviet pair of Yelena 
Kustariva and Sergei Romashkiu. 

Defending world champions 
Marina Anissina and Dya Aver- 
| bokh fhrisbded only fourth. 

I 

The IS-year-oId Ster giadu is 
j from the Uzbek capital of Tasb- 
| kent, while the 17-year-old Raz- 
i gulyayev is from the Latvian 
! capita] of Riga. Both are training 
j in Moscow. 

, The pair danced to a medley of 
[ tunes from the musical "Jesus 
i Christ Superstar” in white cos- 
| mines with lilac accents. They 
| received one 5.6 and six 5.5s in 
technical merit and one 5.7 and 
j six 5.6$ in artistic impression. 

I Morel and Peizerat danced to 
; muse from Philip Glass's movie 
[ soundtrack of Mishima and a 
Mexican dance of Siesta in cos- 
tumes of red. orange and gold 
with Morel wearing a ribbon 
skirt. 

In the women’s singles, 17- 
year-old Surya Bonaly of France 
took the lead after the original 
programme. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
first United German swimming 
team takes on America’s best at 
the U.S. Open Championships 
this weekend in a tune-up for the 
upcoming World Championships. 

Nearly the entire U.S. team for 
the January 6-13 world cham- 
pionships in Perth, Australia, is 
scheduled to compete in the 
three-day meet at the Indiana 
University Natatorium that be- 
gins Fridy. 

"The participation of the Ger- 
mans gives our swimmers a real 
test,” said Terry Stoddard, who 
coaches some of the top Amer- 
ican prospects at his pool in Mis- 
sion Viejo, California. 

"They were the first East Ger- 
mans able to come over here 
while their country was going 
through the unification proce- 
dure. We set them up with host 
families. These are good swim- 
mers. They will provide a good 
standard to see where we are on 
the international level.” Stoddard 
said. 

Thelist'O&U.S. men<participat- 

Davis top 
qualifier 
in yachting 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (R) 
— Rod Davis of New Zealand 
was top scorer in the qualifying 
rounds of the World Match Race 
Yachting Championships Friday 
and will meet Eddie Waiden- 
Owen of Britain in the semifinals. 

Second-placed Peter Isler of 
the United States will face third- 
placed Peter Gilmour of Austra- 
lia in the other of Saturday’s 
three-race semifinals. 


mg indudes world record bolder 
Mike Barrowman. 200-metre 
breaststroke; sprinter Matt Bion- 
di, who won two individual and 
three relay gold medals in the 
1988 Olympics; Dave Wharton, 
the former world and U.S. record 
bolder in the 400-individual med- 
ley, and Eric Namesnik who is 
currently ranked ahead of Whar- 
ton in the race. 

Olympic gold medallist Janet 
Evans, who was beaten in the 
400-medley for the first time since 
1986 this year, will be challenged 
by Summer Sanders and Erika 
Hansen — who defeated her in 
separate races this year. 

The German team of six men 
and four women includes four 
members who were East Ger- 
mans before unification and Peg- 
gy Jahnicfaen-Haitung, who had 
defected to West Germany from 
East Germany prior to unifica- 
tion. 

Other international teams par- 
ticipating' here include repre- 
sentatives from Canada, Portug- 
al, Yugoslavia;' Greec^-ahd 
Switzerland. 

Stoddard sees several rising 
stars on the U.S. team and also 
forecasts that several teenagers 
who had success in this year’s 
Olympic festival will begin show- 
ing ability on the international 
level here. 

Among them are 17-year-old 
Mary Ellen Blanchard, who set 
U.S. records in the 100- and 
200-yard breaststroke last year; 
Nicole Haislett, who finished first 
in the 100-metre freestyle at the 
Goodwill Games this year and 
won the 50, 100-metre and 200- 
metre freestyle in last year's 
open; and Sanders, 17, who won 
three gold medals at the Goodwill 
Games 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HJRSCH 

7T. m * r >; 


ANSWERS TO weekly BRIDGE QUZ 


Mutt‘n*Jeff 


THE STcEM RUSHED ^ 
WILDLY ACROSS THE < 
BLACK SKY/ THE WIN3 
HOWLED. BRANCHES FELL - 


Q.l — A: vainer able, you 


L A * J 

* Li 


+ AJI09 KJ9 AK543 +K 
Th z i*:d3srg ha:- proceeded: 

WfsJ Niortb Easi South 

1 ♦ 1 -* Pass ? 

* 

Vi’!- 2 - vn- ‘ — * 

■ 

A.— There arc all sort* of r .wicn rific 
:oj cojii make, bur i: rc un- 
>c j 'a-iI'. r-e p ou! ciajily 
•* ha: h?Lis. Vo na::er he*'* 

poc- c vyjwa r!e ;ur rp over- 

; 3 “ partner has. there should be 
for sia.r^, J nm? hearts. 

Q.2 — Be: 1 : vulnerable. asS^uih you 

♦ KQJ10 K1Q4 AJ45 +32 
Tre hiding ha r « pro seeded: 

Nonh E*$i South West 

1 Pass I ♦ Pas* 

2 NT Piss ? 

Wha; d? you b:d 

A.— Ycm def:n::c!y going to 

perhaps ever, grand slam, but 
>C" dr rot yet kw* 'Ahcrc to play 
:~e hard, particularly %;nec part- 
ner's cpsrrng b\d rrsigh: have been 

r:atfe or. a t-o-so r.-jii. However, for 
:ht monen: you need do no more 
than bid :rree diamonds. Tha: is 
ICO pereez! fcrrr.g arid partner 
ret: b-d mr^rr :rro* '-omc light on 
the y.iw.or* 

0-3— As 5o;th P vulnerable, you 
nold: 

♦ AXIOM Q J104 +AKJ4 

Yc;y r nfh:-fiar,ci opponent opens 
the 1 cur hearty. Wfca: 

a:::oa do aks? 

A — Jf >tj dor.'i mo the sur- 
::ot »it’n hand, you arc going :o 
let your opponent s:eai you blind. 
Four spades zo'Ai be the winning 
aitio n. bal tt us as being loo 

unilateral We prefer a double as the 
E507C ferihle fc:d. 

0-4— Boeh vyineraWe. as Sou!h you 
ho’i: 


♦ AQ 10945 K65 .U92 ♦Void 

The biddir.g has prCMteitd: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 2 I Pass 

* 

■ 

W“ha: yx bid w»? 

A. — T'ao spades be a drastic 

underbid. ar.J three spades could 
result ir your p'ayi-g ir. *** tut or.g 
major. Thai makes a choice be- 
vcme heart raise and a hi?h 
reverie of :nree diamonds, and »e 
have a preference for :hc latter 10 
better prepare the groundwork for 
our laier move toward slam. 

Q-5 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ W U : KJ 65 ♦8762 

TTie bidding has proceeded: 

North East booth Wes! 

2 ♦ Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 ♦ Pass 7 

Whj; do you b;d sow? 

A. — You smarted “*::h a pc*or hand, 
and partner's po-*erfuI bidding has 
done n?,n!n^ :o 1 ■ prov e it. This 
could easily ce 3 hand re a J 0 - 
tnck cor.«-a make:-, but an II- 
tnck one goe* down. Despite your 
four dues, take a preference to 
three spade*. Don"? bid no rrump 
unstopped suit. 

Q- 6 — Ai South, vujnerabie, you 
hold: 

♦ W 6 . A 10743 ♦AKQ 62 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

3 ♦ Pus 3 Pass 

9 

m 

Wha; do >gu bid so - * 1 
A.— There is r.u reason why >oii 
should do anything other than com- 
plete a description of your hand. 
Bid four ;Iubs. That Ceils partner 
you have at Seas: 10 cards in the 
minor ?u:ts. and i raves him in posi- 
tion to judge the possibilities of the 
combined holding. 




THERE v:AS NOT A SIGff 

CP L'.FE in the old 
feta hodse which STOOD 
^ BACK Crf THE ROAD. 

SUDDENLY— fit 


:%h\ 




■ u 




a shadow moved 
silently across 

THE lawn AND up 
on the Porch/ 
A CRY WAS f 
HEARD* THEN J 
1 ANOTHER- r 


A PALE LIGHT Y YES. YES/ 
GLIMMERED IN ] THEN 
THE WINDOW- fv JfiKATP 
A KEY RATTLED fcfSf'Tr 

IN THE LOCK L 
AND THEN — rJSCX 




RICHARD 
OPENED 
THE DOOR 
AND LET 
THE CAT 
«n! t — 4 


zM. 


m 








Andy Capp 


CM 0 * wo 


n 


VC*J 


“if%" 

R V 0 JAVS 


< VJJAVS/ 


l VERY SELECT CROWD. U 
all DECENT RBPECTA3LE 

> TYPES — SO HE LEFT -~- 
EARLY AND ~Jv\ 
WENT TO THE PUB 1 


[ U7VELY, 


M 




va«Q 


Peanuts 


UdHAT IF I PEC 

BECOME A WAITE 


TO 

y coic^ai/ 7 

JN ; 


|VE MAC? A LOT OF 

EXPERIENCE =EEC?IN6 
... MY POE... > 




PROBABLY, HOWEVER, 
NOT THE SORT OP THINS 
TO PUT ON A RESUME.. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 1, 1»» 

Jiamas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroii Righter Found, 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
FtaD Moon is Gemini can bdp you 
10 release all that constructive 
energy in the right direction keep- 
ing you far ahead of where yon 
were this time last month. Keep 
the long proven precepts and prin- 
ciples yon have adopted. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consult with practical minded 
advisors during the day and get 
their considered views for your 
ad vancement but tonight avoid a 
riff with mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Meet with those friends who are 
able to give yon a boost towards 
your most cherished lo n gi n gs, then 
avoid a social group where confu- 
sion exists. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
FoQow to the letter and spirit 
suggestions made by any promin- 
ent persons today while tonight 
you would do best to rely upon 
your own ideas. 

MOON CHILDRENS (June 22 to 
July 21) Re more alert to some new 
means by which you can get along 
better with a bigwig and the future 
is easier for you while tonight 
avoid a different view from yours. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can get into material concerns and 
solve them well in conjunction with 
an expert today tonight put efforts 
in amusement directions. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider well the wishes of an 


understanding outrider whoj^fi^ 
been hdpfiil to you, even ifs* 
means considerable conversation 
to do so. ; FJ o' 

■LIBRA: (September 23i60ctobct 
ZZ) Add note of comfort rod beat 
ty to yoor environment wBch wti^ 
be easy during fee daytime, -thee 
relax and enjoy it with sonfcr com- 
panions tonight. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem-' - ; 
ber 21) Whatever yon have In iW 
about some recreation, or annaef, 
meat should work out well if you. 
put into motion during the day and 
pleasure tonight. -- ' jV 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tcu 
December 21) Be very down to-' 
earth about any needs .of your: 
famil y or your home today while 

tonight be sure you let conditions 
work themselves out there. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Being very factual and 
down to earth in answering any 
communications dose at hand to- 
day, then put energies into com- 
pleting a hobby. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Get right into an opportune 
fry now pres e nt to handle your 
finances sensibly and get any mate- 
rid problems behind yon, then 
think up wise budget. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) An experience friend is now 
wilting to give you the.support you 
desire but it is up to you to ask for 
it, then later tend to your wishes. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Tell ’em that radiation from the 
ozone hole burned up their bill, so 
we couldn’t pay it ttiis month.” 


, ■ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ -; J by Henri AmoU'Bnd Bob Lae 


Unscramble then four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words- 


GEELY 


ACNIP 




UNBOCE 


CAFRIB 


ANOTHER NAME FOR 
ALU THAT EAMAM 
THAT SCES INTO 
THE VEHICLE. 


Now arrange foe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tne above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer hem: TTH -CCl" 

(Ans we rs tomorrow) 

| Jumbles: MERCY PHOTO MOSQUE SICKEN 

I Answer. Where the Investment banker turned actor 
could regularly be seen— 

IN SUMMER "STOCK" 


THE Daily Crossword try Kenneth 


Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Intaglio's 
opposite 
6 Walk heavily 
TO Border 
la Moslem rulers 

15 Opportune 

16 — avis 

17 Female demon 

18 Character 
actor Jack 

19 Eager 

20 Very friendly 

23 High In music 

24 — whiz? 

25 Type oi race 
2S Friend 

34 Ore of lead 

36 One type of 
receiver 

37 Desert robe 

38 Gallic 
goodbye 

39 Terminate 

40 Badger-like 
animal 

42 Inlet 

43 Subdue 

45 Fly 

46 intimate friend 

49 Whiskey 

50 Legal matter 

51 Goof 

S3 Friendly (with) 

61 Rotate 

62 Kor. president 

63 Engine 

64 Emotional 
spasm 

65 Whirring 
sound 

66 Rocket stage 

67 To shelter 
66 Offspring 
69 Monikers 

DOWN 

1 Highland Scot 

2 Oriental nanny 

3 "La Bohame** 
heroine 

« Sevareld 
6 Honshu port 

6 At once 

7 Gay time 

6 Oceanic fish 
9 Minor deity 


aaa aaaanaaaa! 



® SenrtcB*. 

An Norm Ra m vaa 


10 Took a stand 

11 Discourse 
deliriously 

12 Rainbow 

13 Demented 

21 Seaweed 

22 Moray 
fishermen 

25 Ham's gear 

28 Jonas or 
Smith at 
limes 

27 Driving aid 

29 Admitted 

30 Accomplished 

31 Eccentric 

32 Corpulent 

33 Ivy League 
Institution 

34 Attire 

35 Spice 

39 Ostrich kin 

41 Flying 
prefix 

44 Engrosses 

45 Novice 

47 FfUtt 


Yesterday's Pszzfe Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn mnn 
nn fin nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnmici nnnn 
rcnunnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nun nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnranra nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


Cedes to 
another 
Candle or 
nose 
Gem 

Muse number 
Big Jen state 


56 Actor Brucei 

57 Forum wear- 

58 Account entry 

59 Not any 
80 Mardt - 
61 Health . . . 

club 











Visit 


1.9350/60 

U.S. dollar 

1.1660/70 

Canadian dollar 

1.5050/55 

Deutschemarks 

1.6990/7000 

Dutch guilders 

1.2825/35 

Swiss francs 

31.05/10 

Belgian francs 

5.0730/80 

French francs 

1129/1130 

Italian lire 

133.15/25 

Japanese yen 

5.6260/6310 

Swedish crowns 

5.8700/50 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7700/50 

Danish crowns 

385.00/385 JO 

U.S. dollars 



iruf* * „n 


_FI shawl . 

itflMENT 

WITH 





Show: I2J0, 3-JO, 6 JO, 8 JO, lfrM 

Friday A Sunday can show a 1IK» ■. 



CAPOR1A 


Show: 1230, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:45 pjn. . 


Good package of compensation offered. 

Send typed or printed C.V. and a recent 

picture to: 

Personnel Office 
P.O.Box 354 Amman 

NB: Recent applicants need not re-apply. 


On this occasion we offer very special and competi- 
tive prices for a limited period of time. 


Many Happy Returns 

'Wah-Ail Nasouh Af Taher street, near th< 

Housing Bank premises. 

Tel.: 829684 


old 
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Gorbachev admits his failures 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has 
judged himself and other Com- 
munists “guilty before the wen-k- 
ing class" in a candid admission 
of blame for the country's 
worsening economy and political 
paralysis. 

He told nearly 1.000 delegates 
to the 2Sth Moscow Gty Com- 
mur.is; Party conference that the 
Soviet Union faced increasing dif- 
ficulties with food supplies, 
cthr.ic conflicts, crime and “a 
battle of lavra that has led to a 

paralysis of power.” 

"The reasons," Gorbachev 
said Thursday, were “errors in 

the actions of central organs, 
above ail in the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, and 
including the actions of the gener- 
al secretary and president." 

Gorbachev. 59. is both the 
country's president and general- 
soersjary of the lS-million- 
rr.cn be r party. 

in an hour-long speech, he 
promised immediate steps to in- 
crca.se food supplies, reiterated 
his determination to hold the 
restive republics together, and 
urge d the delegates to keep the 
common man in mind. 

The Soviet president said fai- 
lure by the party leadership to 
address workers' concerns was 
responsible for its defeat in recent 
elections around the country. 

m 

"We are guilty before the 
warkire class. I think, all of us. 
and I personally take responsibil- 
ity." he said. 

But Gorbachev told the dele- 
gates earlier Thursday he had no 
intention of quitting as party 
•Ccder. He also said he was firmly 


in favour of maintaining the par- 
ty's dominance in society. 

Standing on a podium near an 
S-foot-fZ^.-metreJ-tall bust of 
Lenin, he spoke confidently and 
extemporaneously. 

The speech appeared aimed at 
disarming his critics — led by 
Russian' Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin — by accepting a 
measure of blame while vigorous- 
ly asserting that the party is on 
the road to renewal and can solve 
the country’s problems. 

A poll published Thursday in 
the government newspaper Izves- 
tia indicated the number of peo- 
ple who “fully trust” the party fell 
bom 27 per cent in December 
1958 to 14 per cent in July. 
Izvesda gave no details on the 
polling. 

Gorbachev and Yeltsin differ 
on how to achieve a market eco- 
nomy, and Yeltsin's Russian par- 
liament claims the right to pass 
laws superseding national ones. 

Nearly all of the 15 5oviet 
Republics have taken similar 
steps towards autonomy. Several 
have stopped shipping food out- 
side their borders, aggravating 
the shortages in major dries. 

Gorbachev announced that 
agreements were reached 
Wednesday with the republics of 
Estonia, Kazakhstan and the 
Ukraine to send dairy products to 
Moscow and Leningrad, where 
milk has all but disappeared from 
stores this month. 

He also said the country's two 
largest dries would receive first 
priority for food purchased or 
donated from abroad, and indi- 
cated that powdered milk would 
be taken out of storage and distri- 


buted. 

Some delegates jeered when be 
said supplies of key non-dairy 
products — meat, bread and 
vegetables — — have remained the 
same or risen since last year in 
Moscow. 

“Then why isn't there anything 
in the stores?" one man shouted. 

Answering delegates* written 
questions, the Soviet president 
reiterated his desire for a political 
solution to the Gulf crisis. Bat he 
also toughened his position, call- 
ing for military pressure to force 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
to withdraw his troops from 
Kuwait. 

"Everything must be done, in- 
cluding military pressure — 
pressure, I am using that word 
exactly — to force the Hussein 
regime to understand that the 
annexation must be halted." 

Gorbachev defended his fre- 
quent trips abroad and took some 
credit for ending the cold war. 

He said that when be assumed 
power in 1985. "people were 
saying, “we are willing to endure 
anything. Mikhail Sergeyvich, if 
only there is no war." 

Now, he said, “no one remem- 
bers that, and what's more, 
they've decided that Gorbachev 
travels abroad too much and 
(say) ‘enough of this travel... it’s 
time to take care of our own 
problems at home."* 

Gorbachev said the criticism 
was actually testimony to how far 
the nation has come in improving 
relations with the West. 

“It's the best praise possible." 
be said. 


Visit to Moldova 

postponed 

Gorbachev Friday postponed a 
one-day trip to the restive Repub- 
lic of Moldova but hopes to res- 
chedule the visit, a presidential 
spokesman said. 

“The trip was planned but for 
certain reasons it was post- 
poned," spokesman Sergei Gri- 
goriev told Reuters- "We can 
only speculate as to the reasons." 

He said Gorbachev's busy 
schedule required him to be back 
in Moscow by Friday evening, 
allowing no flexibility in his prog- 
ramme. 

Earlier, Radio Mayak and local 
officials in the Moldovan capital 
of Kisbenyov said heavy fog 
around the city had blocked in- 
coming flights and delayed the 
president’s arrival. 

The visit was to have been 
Gorbachev's first full trip within 
the Soviet Union in nearly a year. 
It was seen as a bid to deflect 
criticism from recent trips to 
Spain, France and Italy and show 
a greater commitment in tackling 
the Soviet Union's divisions. 

The planned trip to Moldova, 
where at least three people died 
in ethnic-based clashes last 
month, comes two days after he 
cancelled a trip to Norway to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize, 
saying the crisis at home needed 
his “hour by hour’' attention. 

Moldova, formerly Moldavia, 
has been hit by ethnic tensions as 
breakaway Turkic and Russian 
minorities battle what they see as 
discrimination by the Romanian- 
speaking majority. 


Japan to give medical aid to Moscow 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan's 
cabinet decided Friday to give 
medical aid to the Soviet Union 
for the first time. 

Foreign Minister spokesman 
7a:zo Watanabe said the cabinet 
decided to give 2.6 billion yen 
'SZ'K through the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) ir. 
medicines and medical equip- 
ment io the victims of the Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster. 

It was also considering addi- 
tional medical aid for the Soviet 
people, he said. 

Tokyo has never signed a peace 
treaty with Moscow because of a 
dispute over four islands the 
Soviet Union has occupied since 
1945. 

Wctanabe quoted the cabinet 
as agreeing “to continue to sup- 
port the legitimate direction and 
movement of perestroika and ex- 
tend technological assistance to 

:*■ " 
li» 

“It agreed to try to realise at 
the earliest improvement of fun- 
damental relations, including a 
peace treaty to be concluded at 
die time of the visit of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev next April.” 
he said. 

Toe visit by Gorbachev will be 
the firs: by a Soviet head of state 
to Japan. 

He said the aid for the Cher- 
nobyl victims arose out of a joint 


study by Japanese and Soviet 
doctors on the after-effects of the 
tragedy and Japanese doctors 
might accompany the aid. 

‘The cabinet a!so agreed to 
consider ectra medical aid to the 
Soviet people." he added. The 
amcart v.i’.I net be as large as that* 
for the Chernobyl victims. 

Asked about possible food aid. 
Watanabe said that this needed 
more study. “When the wheat 

P 

harvest is the best in recent years, 
why do people starve? There is 
no easy answer." 

He said that if the situation 
deteriorated and starvation broke 
out the situation would change. 

Italy sends aid 

An Italian group said Thursday it 
is shipping more than 90 tonnes 
of food and medicine to the 
Soviet Union as humanitarian re- 
lief in the coining days. 

The first 34 tonnes will be 
flown to Moscow Friday on an 
Italian Air Force plane for use by 
the children’s hospital in the 
Soviet capital, said the “Together 
For Peace" organisation. 

Fears of food and vital consum- 
er goods shortages in the upcom- 
ing Soviet winter have led Ger- 
many to organise a major relief 
operation. 

Maria Pia Fanfani, head of the 


Italian organisation, will turn 
over the initial aid to Soviet first 
lady Raisa Gorbachev, the 
announcement said. 

Another SO tonnes of aid will 
be shipped by truck in the next 
few days. 

German convoy leaves 

Meanwhile a track convoy car 
tying emergency food aid from 
Germans to the Soviet Union set 
off Friday, the first delivery by 
land of food to help the country 
through a winter of shortages. 

Four trucks and four vans left a 
German Red Cross depot near 
Bonn shortly after dawn headed 
for Moscow via Berlin and War- 
saw, a 2,500 kilometre journey 
expected to last four to five days. 

They were carrying some 5,000 
food parcels donated by Germans 
for elderly and disabled people in 
the Soviet capital, Red Cross 
officials said. 

A second convoy would follow 
next week if all went well with the 
initial delivers 1 , the officials 
added. 

A Soviet transport plane land- 
ed in Moscow Thursday nigh* 
with a first delivery of 37 tonnes 
of food from Germany, where 
people have responded generous- 
ly to charity appelas for help for 
die Soviet Union. 


U.S. urged to shift intelligence priority 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 
Dstr.-icratic senators say that the 
United States needs to change 
ir.tsl::r.cres priorities to protect 
itself or. the economic front now 
that the cold war is over. 

V.’hi'.e remaining the strongest 
military power, "we ore slipping 
economically." and for the first 
time m iy.C "our no. \ expendi- 
ture ■will be interest" on debt, 
viid Sen. Paul Simon of Illinois. 

“No one. whether liberal or 
conservative, thinks this is ration- 
al.” he added. “It is a massive 
redistribution of wealth." 

Presiding over the first of two 
public Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee hearings cr. national secur- 
ity Wednesday was Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moyr.ihan of New York. 
The two senators and expert wit- 


nesses said U.S. intelligence must 
reduce secrecy, shifting emphasis 
from geopolitical and military 
security to economic security. 

“You would have though: by 
cow there would have been some 
(Republican) administration 
effort” along such lines. Moyni- 
han said. 

The new world order was 
variously described as one made 
up of one superpower, the United 
States, in a “multipolar world" of 
several major powers and econo- 
mic challenges, especially from 
Japan. 

“The dear -cut cold war world 
of good guvs and bad guys gives 
way to a world of grey guys.” said 
Samuel P. Huntington, a Nation- 
al Security official under Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter and now 


director of the Olin Institute for 
Strategic Studies at Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

Moynihan and Huntington 
criticised the quality of Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) eco- 
nomic analysis provided the gov- 
ernment. In the late 1960s. the 
CIA estimated Soviet gross 
national product a: 62 per cent of 
U.S. GNF while Soviet econom- 
ists now admit it was never more 
titan 20 per cent, the senator said. 

CIA spokesman Mark Man- 
sfield, asked for comment, said: 
“For years, we have emphasised 
the severity of the Soviet Union's 
economic problems and the nega- 
tive impact of its overcommit- 
ment to defence. Out most recent 
analyses reflect the continuity of 
our assessment rather than any 
sudden reevai nation.” 


[Bulgarian 
•premier 
i resigns 

: SOFIA (AP) — The last rem- 
, cans cf Bulgaria’s Communist 
Parry have been removed from 
office, as premier Andrei Luka- 
: no*, and his Socialist government 
: gave in to unrelenting popular 
; pressure and resigned. 

; Lukanov's Socialist Party is the 
j former Communist Party, re- 
; named last spring. Lukanov said 
: Bulgaria’s new premier will not 
! come from his party, 
j “This represents the true end 
j to communism in Bulgaria,” 
; Petar Bcron, leader of the 
: opposition Union of Democratic 

■ Forces, said in an interview 
. Thursday. 

“It is important that finally we 
! are free of Communists,” said 
, Violeta Petrova, a housewife. 

Tens of thousands of demon- 
! strators, eagerly awaiting word 
j on Lukanov ’s resignation around 
. the Grand National Assembly. 

• burst into cheers after hearing the 
I news of the gove rn ment's fall. 

; Police estimated the crowd at up 
| to 70,000. 

“Lukanov KGB spy,” and 
“down with Communists” 

• chanted the jubilant crowd, wav- 
ing blue flags of the main opposi- 

I tion alliance. Some uncorked 
champagne bottles. 

■ Sofia radio played the Beatles' 
Let It Be. and television showed 

! the crumbling of the Berlin Wall. 

After Lnkasov and his cabinet 
: announced their resignations, the 
: opposition trade union Podkrepa 
and the confederation of Inde- 
pendent Trade Unions im- 
mediately called off a general 
' strike. The action started Mon- 
day to force Lukanov out of 
office. 

The Bulgarian parliament Fri- 
day accepted the resignation of 
' Lukanov and agreed to work to 
form a caretaker government. 

The packed chamber voted by 
a large majority in favour of the 
j resolution. 

His resignation was smoothed 
by an agr eem ent between the 
Socialists and the UDF to discuss a 
caretaker government under a 
central prime minister. 


E. Germans face 4th election In 34 weeks 


BERLIN «AP) — After four 
decades of rigged elections that 
gave the Communists a numbing 
succession cf imaginary land- 
slides. eastern Germans are sud- 
denly awash in the freedom to 
choose. 

On Sunday, they will join their 
Western countrymen for the first 
united German elections since 
1932. 

For a people long denied fun- 
damental righto, that will be the 
fourth free and fair election in the 
past 10 months in what used to be 
East Germany. 

Some people, it seems, have 
lost their electoral enthusiasm. 

“1 won't vote Sunday,” said 
Andrea Fischer, who also skip- 
ped the last two elections. “The 
more I know about these parties, 
the more tbev seem almost com- 
ical.” 

East Germans, after over- 
throwing the Communist hard- 
liners. jubilantly chose a demo- 
cratic government in March. In 
May. they elected new local lead- 
ers. throwing out hundreds of 
Communists still dinging to pow- 


On Oct. 14 — a scant 11 days 
after German unification — they 
chose the governments for the 
five states their nation had be- 
come. 

But with another historic chap- 
ter about to be written Sunday, a 
definite air of apathy hangs over 
the former nation. 

■ Some cf it has to do with the 
seeming inevitability of the out- 
come. Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
whose conservative Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) domrn- 
ated tiie first three races in east- 
ern Germany, is expected to 
handily retain his post. 

A little of it has to do with a 
growing familiarity with demo- 
cratic political campaigns. The 
novelty has worn off. the euphor- 
ia is gone. Political rhetoric is 
greeted with Western -style cynic- 
ism. 

A lot of it has to do with the 
situation of the eastern Germans 
themselves, who are expected to 
face a dramatic surge in jobless- 
ness as their sputtering enter- 
prises use up wha; little credit 


they have left in the coming 
months. 

T have a child and a job rh-ir I 
only work four hours a day.” said 
Ms. Fischer. 33, a postal em- 
ployee who lives in the village of 
Schildow. north of Berlin. 

“I just believe my vote wont 
make a difference. 4 she said. 

Ms. Fischer, who would have 
supported the environmental 
Greens Party or the left-leaning 
Social Democrats, saw she be- 
lieves even they don’t have a 
strong enough message to lore 
her to a voting booth Sunday. 

Kann We meek e, a 30-year-cKd 
Berliner and former Communisi. 
wiD vote as she always has: For 
the Communists, now reformed 
and renamed the Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism. 

“W e won't win, but we need 
this voice,” she said. Ms. Wer- 
necke, a single jobless mother, 
says she has little hope for the 
future under the Christian Demo 
crass. 

Kohl Thursday publicly 
scolded his junior coalition part- 
ners for trying to prevent him 


from gaining an absolute majority 
in federal elections Sunday. 

The dispute did not appear to 
endanger Kohls ex pe cted over- 
whelming victory in the first free 

elections in Germany. 

But it reflected fierce man- 
oeuvring for power among bis 
coalition allies in a government 
that has not yet been formed. 

The last-minute feuding 
Livened a campaign that has 
shown a paucity of drama. 

Meanwhile. Kohl and bis 
underdog rival for united Ger- 
many's leadership, Social Demo- 
crat Oskar Lafoutaine. both 
beaded fee southern Germany 
Thursday for a final day of cam- 
paigning. 

Lafontaine had arranged a rally 
is his horse titv. Saarbruecken, 
while Kohl was to appear in 
Stuttgart and Offenburg. 

Kohl's current government 
conristo of his middle-of-the-road 
Christian Democrats and their 
arch-conservative Bavarian sister 
party, the Christian Social Union, 
and the less powerful Liberal 
Free Democrats. 


Relations 


Dhaka lifts curfew in 


strained as cities; protests continue 

Ai on G f Qr f G NEW DELHI (AP) — Bang- Sabotage was suspected, acre. 

WIaO tS ladesh lifted a curfew ixi Dhaka rag to a senior railroad offic 
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talks in 

U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Amid 
new signs of uneasiness in Sino- 
American relations, Chinese 
Foreign minister Qian Qicfacn is 
meeting with U.S. officials in his 
first visit since before the 1989 
crackdown on pro-democracy de- 
monstrators. 

The Chinese official Thursday 
participated in the New York 
meeting where the United Na- 
tions Security Council approved a 
resolution authorising use of 
military force to drive Iraq out of 
Kuwait. 

Qian said earlier this week be 
expected to meet with President 
George Bush, but no such meet- 
ing was scheduled by late Thurs- 
day. A session with members of 
the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee was set for Friday after- 
noon. 

Chinese officials had led the 
Bush administration to believe 
that Qian would support the re- 
solution on Iraq but he opted 
instead to abstain, causing sur- 
prise and disappointment at the 
State Department. 

Qian revealed he was not pre- 
pared to support the resolution as 
be was leaving Peking for New 
York. He left the i mp res s ion 
among some that his government 
was annoyed with speculation 
that the United States was invit- 
ing Qian to Washington to re- 
ward him for China's support in 
the Gulf crisis. 

Honrs before the vote, the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry denied 
there was any link between Chi- 
na's stand on the resolution and 
Qian’s invitation to visit 
Washington. 

Baker had wanted as lopsided a 
vote as possible to send a clear 
signal to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein of international resolve 
on the Golf situation. China sup- 
ported all 20 previous Security 
council resolutions on that issue. 
Excluding China's vote, the tally 
Thursday was 12-2 in support of 
the resolution. 

There also are clear signs that 
human rights questions continue 
to be a sore point between the 
two countries. The State Depart- 
ment said human rights would be 
on the agenda for Friday's meet- 
ing with Qian. Asked about that 
possibility Thursday, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Li Zhaoxing 
said in Pekiag, “It is not 
ap p r o p ri ate to interfere in some 
developing countries' internal 
affairs with an excuse of human 
rights." 

The Bush administration has 
barred high-level exchanges with 
China as a show of displeasure 
over its crackdown on demonstra- 
tors in Tiananmen Square in June 
1989. 

It has said Qian's visit does no 
violate that policy because his 
discussions in Washington are re- 
garded as “contacts.” which are 
permitted. Meetings in the categ- 
ory of “large ceremonial ex- 
changes" are barred. 

The State Department has 
noted that Baker has met on a 
1 number of previous occasions 
with Qian since the events at 
Tiananmen Square. Three of the 
meetings were in New York and 
the others were in Paris and 
Cairo. 

Baker is being urged to press 
human rights issues privately and 
in public when be receives Chi- 
na's foreign minister. 

Letters to Baker from the 
chairman of a congressional hu- 
man rights panel and from Asia 
Watch, an independent 
Washington-based human rights 
organisation, asked the secretary 
to link improvement of U.S.- 
Chhia relations more firmly to 
Chinese action to halt persecu- 
tion of citizens seeking more 
democracy. 

“Even though China has been 
relatively support i ve of U.S. poli- 
cy in the Gulf and in developing a 
peace agr eem ent in Cambodia, it 
is imperative that the Chinese 
government is reminded that 
progress on human rights is the 
key to impr ove m ent of ties with 
the United States." said a letter 
to Baker from Congressman Gus 
Yatron, drirman of the House of 
Representatives Foreign Rela- 
tions Subcommittee on Homan 
Rights and international orga- 
nisations. 

Yatron urged Baker to stress to 
Qian a need for “fundamental 
changes" in Chinese human 
rights and to tcU him “unless 
China's human rights record sig- 
nificantly i mp roves," Congress 
will revive proposals to cancel 
U.S, trade concessions for China 
after it reconvenes in 1992. 

Qian should be reminded that 
in the final days of its last session, 
the House “overwhelmingly pas- 
sed two bills either conditioning 
or denying most-favouxed-nation 
(trade) status to based on. 
that country’s dismal human 
rights record," Yatron ««d . 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Bang- Sabotage was suspected, aoooid- 
ladesh lifted a curfew ra Dbafca rag to a senior railroad official 
and three other major cities for who spoke on condition of auony- 

seven hours Friday, but protests mity. • . 

continued against the state of No injuries were reported m 
emergency declared by President the Thursday night derailment.^ 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad Residents of Dhaka, scene of 

It was the longest relaxation much of rite violence in the 6- 


since Ershad declared the state of week-old anti-Ersbad campaign, 
emer g ency Tuesday night to cope streamed out of their hom^nr 
with mounting protests demon- search of food when the anfew 


ding his resignation. 

In Dhaka, the capital, dub- 


was suspended at 8 a.m- (0200 
GMT) Friday, according to the 


wielding riot police beat some of reports re aching India 


about 200 women who demons- 
trated on a major street, accord- 


Tbe dty of 7 million people 
appeared calm at mid-morning. 


ing to reports reaching India by with traffic returning to the 


unofficial channels. 

A few journalists observing the 
demonstration also were beaten, 
according to witnesses who re- 


streets after the relaxation of the 
curfew, said an Associated Press 
reporter in a censored report 
from Dhaka. No immediate re- 


quested anonymity because of a ports were available from the 
government-imposed news black- three other cities where the cur- 
out. few was temporarily lifted. 

The protesters bad gathered Under the state of emergency 
outside the National Press Gub imposed Tuesday night, all dvfi 
in Dhaka. After they started rights are suspend ' and news 
chantin g “we don’t accept cen- reports are censored. Ershad, a 
sorship.” they were confronted former army general who took 
by about 100 riot policemen, power in a bloodless coup in 
according to the unofficial re- 1982, said the emergency was 
ports. needed to preserve “internal 

In Chittagong, Bangladesh’s security and the national eco- 
second -Largest dty, 446 doctors, nomy.” 

teachers and staffers at the Gut- On Friday morning, tire state- 
tagong Medical College and Hos- run radio repeated its Thursday 
pita l resigned to protest the night bulletin that “the country 
emergency declaration, according remained largely peaceful. ” State- 
to reports conveyed by intense- run television did not refer to the 
diaries. emergency or the law-and-order 

In another development, an situation during its midmorning 
engine and three coaches of a newscast, 
passenger train derailed north of The government, in a news 
Dhaka because of a loose section release Thursday night, said only 
of track, railroad spokesman a few incidents marred the peace- 
Jamil Ahmad said in Dhaka, ful situation Thursday. 


Woerner: NATO should 
not act as global policeman 


MADRID (AP) — NATO 
General Secretary Manfred 
Woerner has said the Atlantic 
alliance should not serve as a 
policeman in international con- 
flicts. 

"There’s no way NATO can or 
should act as a kind of global 
policeman,” Woerner said during 
a brief visit to Spain. 

His comment appeared to 
amend remarks he made earlier 
Thursday in London before the 
16-nation alliance’s assembly of 
member nation legislators. 

In London, be told the law- 
makers of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) the 
Gulf crisis illustrated why West- 
ern allies must be prepared to 
defend themselves a gains t threats 
originating outride Europe. 

“We cannot neglect... to deal 
with those global challenges 
which directly affect the security 
of our member nations and the 
stability of the pan-European sys- 
tem,” Woerner said. 

“Risks can arise from new and 
unexpected quarters,” he added. 
“Threats to NATO’s tefritorial 
integrity from beyond Europe 
cannot be down-played as out-of- 
area threats.” 

In Madrid, Woerner stressed 
that “these long-term ideas have 
nothing to do with the Gulf situa- 
tion today. 

“The Gulf conflict is cot a 
confrontation between (Iraqi 


President) Saddam Hussein and 
NATO, bat between Saddam and 
the United Nations or the rest of 
the international community,” 
Woerner said. 

“NATO has not acted outride 
of its area (in the Gulf crisis) and 
win not do so.” he said. 

T do not want to burden the 
solidarity of our (NATO) 
member nations (on the Gulf 
crisis) now with any of the discus- 
sions about (NATO) out-of-area 
action in the future,” lie said. 

But Woerner did say that 
NATO must redefine its mission 
now that the 34-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe has heralded the 
end of the cold war. 

He said the alliance’s role in 
the future would consist of 
guaranteeing security and stabil- 
ity in Europe while promoting 
change in the newly founded 
Eastern European democracies 
and reforms in the Soviet Union. 

Within those two objectives 
would come verifying arms con- 
trol agreements, anchoring ties 
between the United States and 
Canada and European security, 
and providing support for United 
Nations efforts to stop the prolif- 
eration of weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

“Our role win change more 
from peacekeeping to peace- 
building,” Woerner said. 


Rebel convoy destroyed 
by Sri Lankan helicopters 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — the Libe ration Tigers of Tamil 
Helicopter gnnships bombed a Eelam (LTTE), the rebel group 
Tamil rebel convoy of six trades fighting to set up an independent 
in northern Sri Lanka, killing at Tamil nation in northern and 
least 15 guerrillas, military offi- eastern Sri !-*«!«> 

kilometres southeast of Jaffna -#t . ^ 

cdtv. Pooneryn is a transit point 
for traffic across a 4.000-nSt 

Wide lagoon and one of two main at Mankulam was 

routes from the mainland to the JL yZLi k.TtL 

Jaffna peninsula, the rebel stron- “P*™ 1 by *** Tt ~ 

ghold. 86115 sararoay * 

Pilots reported that three The attack on the Mankulam 
trucks exploded, indicating they camp lasted two days and was the 
were carrying explosives, the worst setback to the government 
communique said. since Tamil rebels resumed fight- 

There was no immediate con- ing after breaking a 13-month 
firmation of the bombing raid by ce as e fir e. 


Journalist disappears after 
denouncing Colombian cartel 

BOGOTA (AP) — The president paper El Espectador, said Jaxa- 
of the Colombian Journalists' mfflo received a series erf death 
Association disappeared after t hr e ats last week after writing a 
writing a letter denouncing the letter to a group of pofiticaTand 
Medellin cocaine carteL drarch leaders who were trying to 

Alejandro Jaramillo hasn’t negotiate the other jonmaEsts* 
been seen for about a week, said release, 
the association’s secretary, 

Robinson Ricardo Rada, in state- In the letter, Jaramillo de- 
ments published Thursday. nonneed a peace offer from drag 

Rada said be suspected Jara- lords as a manoeuvre to “simply 
mjllo was taken by the Medellin B 8 ™ breathing room to organise' 
cartel, which is believed to be cnx fl actions against Colombian 
holding eight other journalists society.*’ 

hostage. 

Members of the Medellin cartel 

The Colombian Journalists* said last week that between 200 
Association is a national indepen- and 300 of them would be willing 
dent trade organ isation prompt- to surrender in a heavily fortified 
mg reporters interests, compound protected by the 

Rada, in comments were pub- army. In return, they want deals 
hshed by the Bogota daily news- with prosecutors. 
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Village adults 
tobe fingerprinted 

after murder ?•' 


CAHORS, France (AP) 
Police, confounded by what 
gfatme lilce the perfect fflurdeL 
will take fingerprints this 
weekend of aH 200 adult resident 

of the village of Montgesty, qffh 
gab; said. Investigators have tried 
for nearly a year to find thq 
m ur derer of Raymonde Martig 
oat, an elderly village woman 
found bound and suffocated with 

a rag on Nov. 22, 1989, in a tiled 
near her home. The motive for 
the crime continues to escape 
investigating Judge Charles 
Pinarel, police sources said. 
Police found the victim's house 
completely ransacked, but her 
money, checks and identity pap- 
ers were not taken. Village 
Mayor Rene Migayrou said the 
judge asked him to call all adah 
villagers to the municipal auditor- 
ium so police could fingerprint 
them. Migayrou said hd bad re- 
ceived no complaints “and lots of 
people think this should have 
been done sooner." The mayor 
said he personally thinks the 
murderer is not among the villa- 
gers and this operation will si- 
lence the rumours running 
through town for the past year. 

Taiwan repatriates ; 
orangutans ? 

to Indonesia 

TAIPEI (AP) — A group Qf 
Taiwanese schoolchildren 
escorted 10 orangutans back to 
Indonesia in Taiwan’s first repat- 
riation of the rare animals, which 
were smuggled into this island. 
The 104 primary school students 
were to meet in Indonesia with 
conservationists who would help 
the apes return to their natural 
environment in the forests of 
Borneo, officials said. The oran- 
gutans have been housed Jo 
TaipePs zoo since May, when 
they were seized by customs ofr 
rials. “We are glad the orangt| 
tans can return home and live a 
free life," said fifth grader Lib 
Tien-Yu. Iin Hsiang-N 


culture, said the repatriation 
showed the Taiwan government’s 
determination to enforce wfitffife 
protection in Tsowan- He' also 
urged conservationists and 
Taiwan owners of other orangft 
tans to send the animals back. 
Hie orangutan is fisted as an 
endangered animal. 

Tokyo, Osaka are 
world’s most 
expensive cities 

GENEVA (R) — Tokyo xvl 
Osaka are the world’s two most 
expensive cities, according to a 
private consultancy which ranked 
Libreville and Brazzaville in Afri- 
ca as the next dearest. A survey 
issued by the Geneva-based 
Corporate Resources Group 
(CRG) put Oslo, Helsinki, 
Zu ric h, Geneva, Stockholm and 
Copenhagen in the rest of its top 
10. The one bargain in Europe 
was Prague, beaten by Quitd, 
Ecuador, for the cheapest cost* 
of-fiving of 100 cities reviewed, 
New York, used as a standard to 
compare such costs as food and 
drink, services, clothing, utifitief 
transportation and entertate 
merit, was 41st on the list. Hous- 
ing costs were excluded by the 
survey, done in September. 
Tehran ranked first in May but « 
CRG spokesman said Iran's 
capital was dropped because <5f 
problems getting cost data. CRG 
said the biggest change carmti in 
the Western hemisphere where 
BraziTs San Paulo and Rio <fc 
Janeiro had become by far thS 
most expensive because of high 
inflation. t» 

Gorbachev jests * 
about economic : 
confusion 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gtnhachev emerged 
from an all-day par lia m entary 
session m a jovial mood, and told 
reporters a joke about the falter- 
ing Soviet economy. “I can’t reaF 
ly tell it with ladies present,” 


of a 20-minute session with jour- 
nalists in a Kremlin lobby after a 
meeting of the Congress of Peo- 
ples’ Deputies erf the Russian 
Federation. “Oh, go ahead,” said 


* 1 ■ i-i kV; m7« 
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Gorbachev grinned and pro* 
needed with a joke about hi ms el f. 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and U.S. President 
George Bush. “They say that 
Mitterrand has 100 lovers. One 
has AIDS, but he doesn't know 
which one,” said Goriachev. 
“Bush has 100 bodyguards. One is * 
terrorist, but be doesn’t know 
which one. Gorbachev h— 100 
economic advisers. One is smart, 
but he doesn’t know which cnoe," 
the Soviet president said. 
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